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2 Nov. 10:30 AM - Meeting for Worship
Meeting for Business 12.00-1.00
9 Nov. 10:30 AM — Meeting for Worship.
16 Nov. 10:30 AM - Meeting for Worship
12.00-1.00 - Meeting for learning; shared lunch
23 Nov. 10:30 AM - Meeting for Worship
30 Nov. 10:30 AM - Meeting for Worship

Midweek MFW is each Wednesday 12.00-12.30. Coffee and packed lunch

“What you do makes a difference, and you have to decide what kind of
difference you want to make.”

Dr Jane Goodall, scientist and activist (3 April 1934-1 October 2025)




EVENTS

Remembrance Sunday 9 November: This year, we shall be focusing on The Peace Pledge at
our Meeting House. At 12 noon, we will gather with our guests, in the Peace Garden for 2
minutes silence.

Remembrance Day: Tuesday 11 November at 12 noon, we gather once more in the Peace
Garden for two minutes silence, then with our guests, gather in the Meeting House, for cake
and hot drinks with discussion and leaflets with white poppies for all. At both events, Maria
will remind and inform everyone of the history of the Peace Pledge movement in brief. We
shall be inviting our neighbours and EnviroAbility, The Hub, and other groups to join us.

Sunday 16 November — Meeting for learning on dying and death. Maria writes, “This session
on death will be a participant led one. It will be informative but good fun too! We will look at
a wide-ranging spectrum of issues around death and see what we really know about it. All
are welcome to join in the fun”.

Peace comes to Ross!

On Saturday, 4 October, we celebrated Quaker Week by holding a peace vigil at the Market
House in Ross. On the day, there was also a display of grass-roots projects in Herefordshire,
promoting the cause of peace in schools and the community. It is so important that local
people hear about this positive work for peace, as a contrast to all the negative news in the
media. Steve

. - S o

Em'ma, Isabel and Jane at the Market House

October Meeting for Learning

Geoff reports on ‘The James Nayler Affair’
We shall never know what the intention of James Nayler was, when he and his followers
recreated the Palm Sunday procession of Jesus into Jerusalem with a comparable procession



into Bristol. Was he proclaiming, as he claimed later that the event aimed to send a message
that Jesus was still present in a turbulent world? The Puritan Parliament accused him,
however, of claiming much more. He was branded a blasphemer for claiming to enjoy a state
of ‘celestial inhabitation’; that Jesus was not just a spiritual presence but that he embodied
Jesus and made him physically present in their lives in this event. Whatever may be the
answer, he was not only punished cruelly but rejected by Fox. The affair sent shock waves
throughout the Quaker movement and provoked actions that have lessons for today.

In our MFL we reflected on some of those actions and considered their implications
for Quakers, in our own turbulent times. The Nayler affair raised the tricky question of
freedom of the individual act, even when there was a sense ‘call to act’ when this put the
group to which you belong in danger of retribution; Quakers in those early days were in exactly
that position. Nayler’s actions could have endangered the rapidly increasing but still fledgling
movement. The reaction of Fox and Fell was to begin to provide a structure for decision-
making, what came to be known as ‘Business Meeting’. A procedure that ensured that any
individual actions in the name of Quakerism, had been authorised by a process of discernment
and agreement.

It was exactly this process that came into play recently, in the context of Gaza protest,
in which many Quakers became involved, but which caused Britain Yearly Meeting Trustees,
to warn that these individual actions could threaten sanctions. Since the government had
placed restrictions on these protests, the Charities Commission had indicated that political
action by religious groups could be sanctioned. We discussed the fact that this ‘ruling’ came
as a shock to some Quakers in the organisation. However, this forced us to recognise that
there may have been a failure, on the part of more experienced and long-standing members,
to explain Quaker ways of ‘ordering’ actions. We agreed that a structure for providing this
kind of information was required, but in a manner that avoided overloading newcomers with
too much information.

Animals in War Memorial https://animalsinwar.org.uk/the-monument/

An estimated 8 million horses, donkeys, and mules died during World War I. Among British
Army horses, reports indicate that nearly 100,000 were later slaughtered, including some 57,000
horses before the war's end and about 40,000 afterwards. Other military animal victims of war


https://animalsinwar.org.uk/the-monument/

included dogs, pigeons, canaries, cats and camels. Today animals are used in warfare/weapons
experiments.

Members of many faiths, including Quakers, will be attending services for animal victims of
war around the country on 9 November. The Anglican Society for the Welfare of Animals
service will take place in London at the Animals War Memorial in Park Lane at 3pm. The
speaker is Drew Tootal MRCVS - Veterinary Surgeon Further details: Anglican Society for the
Welfare of Animals. https://www.aswa.org.uk

September Appeal: Our Collection for Reprieve raised £105 and Rosy received a thank you
letter. https://reprieve.org/uk/

October appeal: We collected £152.50 for Quaker Social Action.
https://quakersocialaction.org.uk

November Appeal: St Mungo’s Winter appeal
https://www.mungos.org/about-us/

St Mungo’s was founded in 1969 when a small group of volunteers decided to do something
to help people sleeping rough outside Charing Cross station in London. The group
formalised into a charity and they secured their first hostel in a former Marmite factory in
Vauxhall in 1973. Since then, including through joining forces with Broadway Housing in
2014, St Mungo’s has grown into one of the country’s leading homelessness charities,
supporting tens of thousands of people a year.

The charity works directly with people experiencing or at risk of homelessness, providing
them with services to find paths away from homelessness, for good. They also influence
policy makers to make positive change through their own operational expertise and the
power of their clients’ voices.

“When life gets hard, try to remember: the life you complain about is only a
dream to some people.” — Anonymous
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Hope still alive in ‘Aber’

Steve reports: The Woodbrooke workshop ‘Our Meetings and the Climate Crisis’
(Aberystwyth, 18 Oct) provided an interesting and uplifting day for our group of 25 Quakers.
The theme for the day was ‘Active Hope’ (after Joanna Macy’s and Chris Johnstone’s book):
how we can build individual and collective resilience and motivation to action on the climate
crisis.

The programme comprised workshop and worship sessions. It moved from a general
outline of the ‘poly-crisis’ (as it is now called) to consideration of our psychological
responses. The earth is finite, yet seemingly faces runaway depletion and pollution: rampant
consumerism, the ravaging of resources, extreme weather events, degradation of the land,
the extinction of species, destruction of eco-systems etc... plus the failure of those in power
to reverse these trends - all contribute to feelings of despair and hopelessness. And this may
only be the beginning: we have yet to experience the effects of reaching various climate
‘tipping points’ and their potentially catastrophic interactions.

We were a varied gathering: professionals on environmental matters, local
councillors, those living off grid, organic farmers, educationalists, and attendees with a
general interest. Most of us were pessimistic about humanity’s capacity to deal with the
climate crisis. Was there any place for building hope and resilience out of this pessimism?
What can be done? The poly-crisis raises fundamental questions, not only about what sort
of world we want but also about how we want to be in the world. Quakers need to consider:
what are our real values?

Constructive discussions followed: of the spiritual and community task, what forms
ministry might take on climate change, and the potential gifts that we and our Meeting
could contribute towards climate action. Finally, attendees divided into those representing
large urban, small town and rural communities to discuss concrete needs and projects that
they might take back to their meetings.

| found the day stimulating and invigorating. | learned from Quakers with a range of
views, knowledge and experience. | took away ideas for individual and community action on
climate change - and a heap of positivity. The effort required globally appears superhuman —
far exceeding what was achieved in two world wars — but every one of us can do something
to mitigate the climate crisis. (The Woodbrooke resource list on climate justice will be
circulated to Ross Friends — a real treasure trove!)

JOANNA MACY &
CHRIS JOHNSTONE

Active Hope, New World Library, March 201



The More that's Myriad

All life is interconnected ... each species, no matter
how insignificant it may seem, has a role to play
in the rich tapestry of life. (Jane Goodall)

What a world

goes on
in the depths in the dark under
that we sail our little boats over:

Behold
the great white whale,
the technicoloured fish, the spiral
seasnail, the turtle, octopus, crab,
coral reef jelly fish
the whole
that teems as a world of marvels —

behold
the seething waterbed
of underlife that surfaces in dream

to remind us  of the more

than seems we are the myriad
life forms we live with, love with,
life making itself rich as umpteen
creatures umpteen diamonds

sparkling in Indra's Net.

Poem by Fiona Owen

Source of Goodall quotation
From an article reprinted in the Guardian on 3 November 2018.

Fiona Owen and Ann Johnson collaborate with poems and paintings on the Creatura
website. https://creatura2016.wordpress.com/

Indra’s net: https://livelightbeing.wordpress.com/2012/01/17/indras-net/

END
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