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Midweek MFW is each Wednesday 12.00-12.30. Coffee and packed lunch


“War has no cause except the intention of governments to resort to it.” 
~ Ira De Augustine Reid, 1901-1968


7 Dec 10:30 AM – Meeting for Worship

14 Dec 10:30 AM – Meeting for Worship.
12.00-1.0 – Meeting for learning & shared lunch

21 Dec 10:30 AM – Meeting for Worship

28 Dec 10:30 AM – Meeting for Worship

4 Jan 
2027

10:30 AM – Meeting for Worship
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WHAT THE DONKEY SAW


UA Fanthorpe


No room in the inn, of course,

And not that much in the stable,

What with the shepherds, Magi, Mary,

Joseph, the heavenly host –

Not to mention the baby

Using our manger as a cot.

You couldn’t have squeezed another cherub in

For love nor money


Still, in spite of the overcrowding,

I did my best to make them feel wanted.

I could see the baby and I

Would be going places together.


Christmas Poems, Enitharmon Press, Peterloo Poets 2002





Ira De Augustine Reid (see quote above) was an American sociologist and educator, who 
wrote extensively on the lives of Black immigrants and communities in the United States. 


Through the support of the American Friends Service Committee in 1947, Reid joined the 
faculty at Haverford College, where he was the college's first black professor. He became the 
chair of the Department of Sociology and Anthropology in 1948, where he remained until 
retirement in 1966.


The American Friends Service Committee (AFSC) is an organization working for peace and in 
the United States and around the world. AFSC was founded in 1917 as a combined effort by 
American members of the Religious Society of Friends to help civilian victims of WW1. It 
continued to engage in relief action in Europe and the Soviet Union after the Armistice of 
1918. By the mid-1920s, AFSC focused on improving racial relations, immigration policy, and 
labour conditions in the US, as well as exploring ways to prevent the outbreak of another 
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conflict before and after World War11.  Find out more and AFSC and their work today by 
visiting: https://afsc.org


Meeting for Learning 16 November: Death and Dying


Maria reports- ‘We examined various topics like suicide, living wills, assisted dying, grief and 
many others. Firstly, I read Tony D’Souza’s Thought for the Week: How will the value of your 
days be measured? (the Friend 10/10/25).


‘Then we played a game taking turns to choose a topic card and speaking about it for a 
minute. After this, we discussed a good spectrum of further topics.


‘I then gave examples of my ‘Death Cleaning’: making a will, completing a book of my 
extensive wishes for my next of kin, my son, and making a living will with my GP and wearing 
a ‘do not resuscitate’ bracelet, always. This is trying to make my death easier to deal with for 
family and friends. 


‘We finished with me reading a passage from *Diana Lampen’s book Facing Death.’


*There is a copy of Facing Death in our Ross library. Further reading from Diana Lampen: 
https://www.quaker.org.uk/documents/what-is-living-and-dying-in-the-light.pdf


14 December: LGBTQIA+ Meeting for Learning


Quaker Rainbow (previously the Quaker Gender and Sexual Diversity Community) brings 
together people of diverse sexual and/or gender identities within Quakers in Britain. It 
provides a voice and a meeting space for the LGBTQIA+ community. This includes lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, intersex, asexual and gender non-binary Quakers, and 
Quakers interested in sexuality, gender identity and equality


Elinor Kershaw, a Rainbow Quaker Friend, will be giving us a talk on the history and 
evolution, work on same sex marriage, importance of Quaker Rainbow as a community in 
the current yearly meeting and what they're working on today.


https://quaker-rainbow.org.uk

3

https://afsc.org
https://www.quaker.org.uk/documents/what-is-living-and-dying-in-the-light.pdf
https://quaker-rainbow.org.uk


Photograph: Maria King


 Armistice Day White Poppy event 11 November


Ross Quakers gathered in our peace garden around a white poppy wreath depicting the 
original working class women of the 1933 Co-operative Women’s Guild, already concerned 
that the memory of the awfulness of armed combat was fading with the renewed rise of 
fascism and extreme nationalism spawned in the Depression of the 1930s. We shared 
remembrances of people who returned from both World Wars in a distressed state that they 
largely never recovered from. Chris Bligh


Peace Through the power of conversations


Our f/Friend Emma features in a short YouTube film made by Cryn Cymru/Quakers in Wales, 
Adeiladu Heddwch – Building Peace through the power of conversations. Young Friends from 
Wales and the Borders discuss their connections to Quakerism and their core values. 


Appeals


October - We collected £152.50 for Quaker Social Action

December - The Red Cross has a specific fund for Middle East/Palestine https://
www.redcross.org.uk
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Photo, Mike Pinches for Quakers in Britain
 In October, Quakers in Britain's longstanding concern for climate justice and sustainability 
secured an invitation to the launch of the Climate and Nature Crisis Caucus, a cross-party 
group of MPs and peers who champion joined-up action on climate and nature. The Chair of 
the group is Olivia Blake MP. The launch of the Climate and Nature Crisis Caucus was hosted 
by Zero Hour See Quake! 20 November 2025.


Replacing the animal model in science


Animal Interfaith Alliance (AIA), of which Quaker Concern for Animals is a member, 
warmly welcomes the Government’s new strategy to replace animal testing with 
human-relevant test methods. This is an issue on which AIA has been robustly 
campaigning since its inception ten years ago. Further details:
https://animal-interfaith-alliance.com/news/

Warfare experiments involve nerve agents, chemical or biological weapons, even simulated 
blasts – and all can involve live animals. It’s as shocking and deplorable as it sounds. Animal 
Aid: https://www.animalaid.org.uk/campaigns/
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