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Bycatch textile panel. Ann Johnson for the Quaker Loving Earth Project. https://lovingearth-project.uk 
 

 
August 3 Aug 

6 
10.30 AM – Meeting for Worship 

1200-1230 - Wed MfW 
1230 – Coffee (packed lunch-optional) 

August 10 
Aug 13 

10.30 AM - Meeting for Worship 
1200-1230 - Wed MfW 

12.30 coffee (bring packed lunch-optional) 

August 17 
Aug 20 

10.30 AM – Meeting for Worship 
1200-1230- Wed MfW 

1230- Coffee (packed lunch-optional) 
August 24 

Aug 27 

10.30 AM – Meeting for Worship 
1200-1230-Wed MfW 

1230 -Coffee (bring packed lunch-optional) 

August 31 10.30 AM – Meeting for Worship 

   
“People from a planet without plants would think we must be mad with joy the 

whole time to have such things about us” - Iris Murdoch (1919-1999) 
 

https://lovingearth-project.uk/


EVENTS 
 

26 July – 9 Aug:  SMAQM Camp  
Isabel writes: Ann A and Chris will be there the second week and asked if we would like to visit on 5 
August. A couple of us would like to go. Are there any more, to make a party? Friends are also invited to 
visit for MfW on 3 August at 11.00 am and stay for shared lunch (please bring a contribution to share) and 
to join a local walk with tea and cake on return. 

 

September: Quaker-recognised body Quaker Roots is gearing up to protest against the biennial Defence 
and Security Equipment InternaQonal (DSEI) arms fair at the ExCel centre in east London this September. 
Prepare yourself throughout the summer:   
Tuesday 12 August – Quaker Roots meeQng for worship 
Get involved in creaQve craXivism – sign up for updates here 
Events for your diary: 
Monday 8 September – Merchants of Death Walk of Witness to expose arms company HQs. Family friendly 
acQon, starQng with refreshments and craXs at Westminster meeQng house. 
Monday 8 September – Evening vigil at DSEI outside the ExCel Centre, with Pax ChrisQ 
Tuesday 9 September – No Faith in War Day on opening day of the arms fair, alongside other faith groups 
Wednesday 10 September – an acQon at a strategic target 
 

6, 13 and 20 August: Cap Money Coaching Course, Starting at 7.30pm at Ross Baptist Church, Downstairs 
Lounge. The course is for anyone, from those who have been using a budget for years to those struggling 
to get to grips with their spending. If you know of someone who would find this course beneficial, please 
invite them and come along to support them. The course includes a series of videos from specialists in 
saving and spending wisely, to credit and debt professionals, The book a free place contact: : 07811 906 
993. Email: elaineloe@capuk.org 
 
 
 

Jesse Norman MP hears Quaker Concerns 
 

On 11 July, Steve, Maria and Chris Bligh joined Hereford Friends in a Q and A session with Jesse Norman 
(ConservaOve) MP. The meeQng addressed important Quaker concerns: 

Steve sought Jesse’s support for a law that would criminalise ecocide (severe damage to the 
environment) in the UK. Jesse was insQncQvely scepQcal about words with the suffix ‘-cide’. He felt that it 
would be difficult to determine which major polluQon events are cases of ecocide and to allocate 
responsibility for the damage. Jesse argued that exisQng environmental regulaQons are sufficient to deal 
with such cases. Is polluQon of the River Wye a potenQal case of ecocide? He seemed relaxed about the 
state of the river, commenQng that he swims in it. Jesse rebuhed any suggesQon that he is a climate change 
denier. Nevertheless, large-scale environmental damage requires the more radical response now being 
adopted in countries worldwide, including Scotland - see Stop Ecocide, ‘ProhibiQng ecocide is 
acknowledged as a mandatory norm’.  

Maria brought to Jesse’s ahenQon the need for a ban on bohom and dredging trawling in UK coastal 
waters. (This reckless devastaQon of the seabed is tantamount to ecocide). Jesse was reassured that the 
losses for offshore fishing resulQng from a ban would only be short-term and that both inshore and 
offshore fishing would benefit in the long run. He offered to convey Maria’s proposal to the relevant 
Ministry, DEFRA.  

Hereford Friends posed quesQons to Jesse on: UK arms supplies to Israel and whether controls on 
their use are effecQve, ‘wars by proxy’, disability rights and state benefits, and nuclear war. Jesse was 
broadly supporQve of the UK government’s conduct in these mahers. As he is ‘not a pacifist’, he supports 
both the arms trade (with strict monitoring) as legiQmate economic acQvity and Britain’s independent 
nuclear deterrent.  

Chris Bligh rounded off by reminding us of the ‘Big Society’, the vision devised by Jesse with PM 
David Cameron 14 years ago, placing social acQvism in the name of communitarian and humanisQc values 
at the heart of BriQsh society. In the intervening years, this vision appears to have been submerged under a 
collecQve ‘party line’ in which economic and individualist values reign supreme.  

https://quaker.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7506c29d95944ba554b4871f8&id=117d81afe8&e=89b1d1005f
https://quaker.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7506c29d95944ba554b4871f8&id=3450c7b4cb&e=89b1d1005f
mailto:elaineloe@capuk.org


 
“Climate breakdown and increasingly militarist approaches to conflict are the biggest threats we face - 

and nuclear submarines won't stop either" Oliver Robertson, head of witness and worship at Quakers in 
Britain.” 

 

Quakers in Britain has criQcised the UK government’s new Strategic Defence Review, saying it prepares the 
country for more war instead of invesQng in peace.  Read more - hhps://www.quaker.org.uk/news-and-
events/news/twelve-new-nuclear-submarines-will-not-keep-us-safe-quakers-say 

 

 
Esther by John Evereh Millais 

 

Malvern Bible as Literature Festival: 3-5 July 2025 
 

The dynamic initiator and organiser of the Malvern Festival, James Priestman, holds the view that ’The Bible 
is for everyone’. With this in mind, he invites scholarly speakers who have not only a love and deep 
knowledge of the Bible, but also bring to its study, other types of expertise. Scholars this year had 
backgrounds in history, literature, languages, that including Hebrew and Greek but also in ancient scripts 
that pre-date Hebrew. This year the focus turned to specific characters in the Bible; included were Adam and 
the creation myths, and story of Tamar and Judah, as well as Jonah and Esther, from the Hebrew Bible (the 
Old Testament). From the New Testament we explored the story of Martha and Mary, as well the three 
disciples who appear to be closest to Jesus, Peter, James and John. 

Although some speakers had religious backgrounds, most represented educational institutions. Anna 
Gerrard, a Liberal Jewish Rabbi, introduced us to the book of ‘Esther’, which in the Jewish Calendar, is 
remembered in the festival ‘Purim’. Celebrating one woman’s acts of bravery which saved the ancient Jewish 
people in exile, this festival, she explained, has turned into a day for children to dress up and look beautiful, 
entirely ignoring the ‘dark’ side of the story. This hidden perspective is captured in a thoroughly researched, 
historical novel ‘The Gilded Cage’, by Sorele Brownstein. It tells of child rape, mass grooming of young 
women and child-trafficking. It was only through reading this novel, Rabbi Gerrard said, that she was forced 
to question the traditional interpretation. She went on to say that in her own Liberal Jewish tradition, ‘Purim’ 
was no longer celebrated as it had been in the past.  

Each of the later presentations provoked thought and questions, but for me Rabbi Gerrard’s stood 
out and illustrated graphically, the need for exploring the biblical text carefully, but also the value of 
questioning and imaginative analysis of the thirty-nine books of the Hebrew Bible and the twenty-seven 
books of the New Testament. Time and again this was illustrated in presentations of Tamar and Judah in 

https://www.quaker.org.uk/news-and-events/news/twelve-new-nuclear-submarines-will-not-keep-us-safe-quakers-say
https://www.quaker.org.uk/news-and-events/news/twelve-new-nuclear-submarines-will-not-keep-us-safe-quakers-say


Genesis by Dr Elisabeth Hare and by Ronan McClean Head, an expert philologist, who introduced us to the 
clay tablets, excavated at Megiddo, in Israel. He has re-translated the cuneiform clay tablets which carry 
stories about ancient Babylonian myths of creation; these tablets shine a light on myths pre-dating the 
Jewish writings, by a thousand years. Ronan highlighted not just the similarities between Babylonian myths 
and the creation stories in Genesis but also highlighted crucial differences.  

Around thirty participants were treated to insights new and old. If that was not enough, there was 
also musical entertainment in breaks and ‘stand-up’ thought-provoking but also amusing poetry recitation 
by James Priestman. An excellent three days. Do watch-out for next year’s Malvern Bible Festival event, 
 

 
 
AXer the recent, tragic drowning of a young woman in the Wye, our community police officer Claire Denton 
from our Safer Neighbourhood Team who, earlier this year, helped us successfully resolve some garden 
issues, has been providing informaQon covering water safety, the dangers of swimming in open water and 
what to do if you get into difficulty. Claire also sourced colourful leaflets from Royal Life Saving Society UK 
which are printed in several different languages.  
 
Book Review 
Robert Macfarlane: Is a river alive?  Hamish Hamilton, 2025 
This beauQfully wrihen book presents a mulQ-dimensional narraQve around a familiar feature of the 
natural environment: rivers. It is as much a work of imaginaQon as one based in personal experience or 
factual inquiry. Robert comes to view a river as a phenomenon in its own right, having an individual 
idenQty, intenQonality and soul. To mark this gestalt change, he personalises the river: it is not ‘the river 
which…’ but ‘the river who…’ This is not some anthropomorphic fantasy; it is a spiritual re-imagining of how 
we relate to nature.  

Walking near a local river in Cambridgeshire, Robert asks: Is a river alive? His son replies: Yes. This 
conclusion is supported by the author’s exploraQon of three rivers: one in the cedar forests of Ecuador; 
another in and around Chennai, India; and a third in Quebec. His accounts of these travels are enriched 
with references to:  the Epic of Gilgamesh; scienQfic detail of fungi in the Ecuadorian cloud forest; the 
wisdom of Indigenous peoples; the art of kayaking in river rapids - and more. He displays unusual erudiQon 
and inQmacy with his subjects: the river environments, their inhabitants and his travel companions. The 
prose moves confidently from Darwin-like observaQon of flora, fauna and fungi (the third ‘F’) to descripQon 
of a death-defying kayak ride that reaches poeQc heights. Ostensibly, Robert is seeking the source, 
invesQgaQng the ‘aliveness’, of each river. On the way, he highlights the protecQon of rivers by courageous 
campaigners and far-sighted legislators in the face of huge threats: a dam in Quebec, mining in Ecuador, 
poisoned rivers in the Chennai region. With a lihle help, nature can survive these depredaQons. 

In Quebec, Robert and four kayaking companions paddle a hundred miles, across a huge lake and 
down a series of river rapids to the Gulf of St Lawrence. Before embarking, he meets Rita, a poet, acQvist 
and healer of the local Innu people, who advises him on how to interact with the river: offer it giX each day, 




