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6 July 10:30 AM – Meeting for Worship 
12:00 Midday: Business Meeting 

13 July 10:30 AM – Meeting for Worship. 

20 July 10:30 AM – Meeting for Worship (at the Meeting House as 
usual) followed by shared lunch and afternoon together at 

Brights Orchard 

27 July 10:30 AM – Meeting for Worship 

3 August 10:30 AM – Meeting for Worship 

 
 

Every Wednesday: 1200-1230:  Midweek Mee)ng for Worship at the Mee)ng House. Tea and coffee on 
offer to drink with our picnic lunches. 

20 July: Isabel writes: A9er Mee)ng for Worship we plan to go out to Brights Orchard for a Shared Lunch 
and an a9ernoon together. We might consider the topic of this year's Swarthmore lecture about 

Community and some may like to go for a walk by the river. I hope you will organise transport between 
yourselves but if anyone needs help or direc)ons, do let me know. 

 

 



 

Mee8ng for Learning Sunday 22 June: Focus on Pales8ne and Israel  

Elinor writes: Ann Davison, Clerk of Area Mee)ng, spoke about her experience as an Ecumenical 
Accompanier ten years ago and gave examples of what she witnessed at the )me. She reported on the ever 
increasing brutality of the Israeli military regime suppor)ng seKler seizure of Arab land and proper)es in 
the West Bank, and the bombing of houses, hospitals and schools in Gaza, depriving the Pales)nians of 
food and medical aid and ordering massive displacement of the popula)on. Ann con)nues to work closely 
with the Hebron Interna)onal Resources Centre in partnership with the UK charity, Amos 
Trust: hKps://www.amostrust.org/pales)ne-jus)ce/partners/hirn/  

But Ann also spoke about the scale of resistance among Israelis and posted details of websites where we 
can find out more in spite of heavy censorship:  

Breakingthesilence.org.il acts as a mouthpiece for former Israeli soldiers who want to speak out about what 
they were asked to do during their military service. Refuser.org gives an insight into the current 
Conscien)ous Objector movement in Israel. icahd.org  The Israeli CommiKee Against House Demoli)ons 
does great work, and argues strongly against the two-state solu)on, in favour of a truly democra)c one-
state. naamod.org.uk is a movement of Bri)sh Jews seeking to end the Bri)sh Jewish community's support 
for the Israeli occupa)on of the West Bank, East Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip. They state their aim as "to 
work for freedom, equality and jus)ce for all Pales)nians and Israelis". 
hKps://villagesgroup.wordpress.com/  (a handful of wonderful Israelis who live on a kibbutz not far from 
the Green Line, and have been visi)ng the villages in the South Hebron Hills for some 20 years, building up 
extremely close rela)onships with people.  They offer friendship and psychological support and also raise 
money and awareness.    

Ann agreed with the Yearly Mee)ng statement that Quakers believe the Israeli government is commiang 
genocide in Gaza – see full statement in Quake 29 May. Aware of how swi9ly cri)cism of the Israeli regime 
is viewed as an)-semi)c, Ann pointed us towards the guidelines in the website: hKp://this-is-not-
jewish.tumblr.com/post/34344324495/how-to-cri)cize-Israel-without-being-an)-semi)c.  

 

 

Our appeal for July is The Prison Phoenix Trust which offers hope and healing to people in prison through 
medita)on and yoga. Simple breath-based prac)ces in more than 200 prisons and other secure 
establishments in the UK and Ireland are supported by mentoring those in prison through leKer wri)ng, 
newsleKers and specialist media which is free for both prisoners and staff. hKps://www.theppt.org.uk 

 

 

 
 

 



Library News 

As I familiarise myself with the Mee)ng House (MH) library, I’ve spoKed some opportuni)es: 

To collate copies of the Friend weekly (stretching back 20 years). To make them accessible to users, these 
are now stored in box files, located in the MH glass cabinet. By the way, contents of every Friend magazine, 
da)ng from 2009, can be found on the Friend website: hKps://www.thefriend.org 

To update the collec)on. Following the recent Millichap lecture and ongoing interna)onal concerns, I’ve 
ordered: Is a River Alive? (Robert Macfarlane); Ethics of the Climate Crisis (Robin Alield); Autocracy Inc 
(Anne Applebaum). Any further recommenda)ons? Please let me know.  

To encourage book and magazine dona)ons and integrate them into the MH library. The book collec)on of 
the former Ledbury Mee)ng is now on our shelves, and dona)ons from Maria and Rosy are on the way.  

To encourage short reviews of books for publica)on in the Ross NewsleKer. 

All books are logged in a card index and ordered alphabe)cally by author’s name. Back copies of the Friend 
are ordered chronologically in the box files. To check items out, please use the sheet on the Library table.  

There is s)ll some sor)ng to be done, but if you have any queries regarding the Library do ask me - I may be 
able to help! Happy reading! Steve sbrigley@gmail.com 

 

 

 
 
'Beach of Dreams' was a June month-long, UK-wide celebra)on of our coastlines, exploring the heritage 
and culture of coastal communi)es, Quakers from Hampshire and Islands, Bournemouth Coastal and 
Dorset and South Wiltshire Area Mee)ngs created a 60 foot-wide labyrinth by Boscombe Pier in 
Bournemouth. The Quaker team made themselves visible by installing a large Quaker beach flag next to the 
labyrinth, as well as displaying a specially designed 'Beach of Dreams' Quaker silk pennant. Full story: 
hKps://www.quaker.org.uk/communi)es/news/quakers-create-sixty-foot-beach-labyrinth-in-bournemouth 

 

 



 

A poem by Fiona Owen 

 

 

The )tle of Fiona’s latest book of poetry, with a cover by Ann J, is Anima/l (Cinnamon Press) 
hKps://fionaowen.wordpress.com/books/ 

 

 

 

The Start of Fox’s Dissent 

 
You saw it that day at the fair, the way word and deed  
so often slide separate ways. Cousin Bradford and his friend  
loosened up over that jug of beer, and though you joined them  
from thirst and want of good company, one drink led to toasts  
and calls for more.  

Serious, even at nineteen, you felt a kind  
of treachery when they said ‘he that would not drink should pay all’ –  
youthful high jinks, maybe, at a time of England’s civil war,  
but it grieved you sorely, them being professors of godliness  
and all.  

You saw the colonising move, worldish ways moving in  
on you, so you scraped back your chair and laid down your groat –  
‘If it be so, I’ll leave you’ – and away you strode, out of that fair,  
fellowship and family, rattled by such common trickery.  
 
What you sought were words to follow through, the yay for yay,  
the nay for nay. Our struggles and troubles with truth got to you,  
but look at it this way:  

you needed that moment to set you  
on your itineracy that would lead all the way to Judge Fell’s door,  
that stand you made in Ulverston where your words cut through  
to Margaret’s core so she wept for days at the truth of them,  
stripped to the silent inner way.  
 
That moment was your catalyst to go, the grit  
round which the pearl would grow.  
 
 
Note 
Quotations are from The Journal of George Fox (2005 [1694]). Margaret Fell of Swarthmoor 
Hall, Ulverston, married George Fox after her husband Judge Fell died. She became known 
as ‘the mother of Quakerism’. 
 
 
 
 
 


