Ross Friends Newsletter May 2025

Ross Meeting House celebrates wild gardens at the Ross Open Gardens festival

Photograph: Buglife charity - https://www.buglife.org.uk

May 4 10:30 AM — Meeting for Worship
1200-1.00 - Meeting for Worship
May 11 10:30 AM — Meeting for Worship.
12.00-1.0 — Meeting for learning (see below) shared lunch
May 18 10:30 AM — Meeting for Worship

May 25 10:30 AM — Meeting for Worship

June 1 10:30 AM — Meeting for Worship

Events

11 May: Meeting for Learning - Who needs Quakers? Who do Quakers Need? Our MFL with Geoffrey
facilitating the session, is intended to offer us a moment to pause and to reflect on aspects of both these
questions.

31 May and 1 June: Our open garden takes part in the Ross Open Garden weekend. More information:
https://fosmross.org.uk/gardens/

Area meeting camp - From Janet Blann Area Camp Convenor: Area Meeting Camp is held annually for
Friends and others who like the idea of camping together for a week and enjoying a range of activities.
There will be two camps:

Saturday 26 July — Saturday 2 August, and Saturday 2-9 August. This year we will be camping near Clun in
Shropshire. Link for bookings: https://forms.gle/6UwfCQj3daDBFiq19




The next camp planning meeting will be held via Zoom on Sunday 5 May at 7.30 pm; if you have any items
you wish to raise, please email Janet Blann. If you would like to join the planning group and be invited to
this meeting, please contact Janet for the link.

For more details about camp please contact Janet Blann on: 07963 816555
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In April, Hundreds of Quakers, politicians and others stood in silence for 40 minutes on Victoria
Embankment, with 25 other silent meetings held nationwide and online. The Meeting, held in the wake of
the police raid on Westminster Meeting House, was organised by Quaker Support for Climate Action to
"...uphold our worshipping community and support all who speak up for truth and integrity in the face of
increasing state oppression.”

Support for Quaker Housing Trust

The Quaker Housing Trust (QHT), formed in 1967, is Yearly Meeting in Britain’s own housing charity that
aims to use its resources where they can make a genuine and positive difference to redress the worsening
inequality in housing options in Britain today. Emphasis is on the provision of homes — not just housing.

Charities supported by QHT range from community trusts and housing associations to YMCAs, and a wide
range of other concerned groups and organisations. The assessment of which projects are supported is
undertaken by the volunteer Council of Management of up to 12 people, each a practising Quaker, using
the Quaker Business Method.



The Trusts’ grants and loans are entirely funded by donations and legacies, both from Quakers and from the
wider community and funds are needed to do more. The aim is to focus resources on housing projects and
keep administrative costs to the absolute minimum.

https://www.ght.org.uk

The Bible as Literature: Thursday 3 July - Sat 5 July

Geoffrey writes: This Literature Event will be held once again at Malvern Meeting House organised by
James Priestman. A short summary of topics and speakers

Thursday 3 July

Welcome by James Priestman and then seminars on Jonah (by Dr Simon Taylor) and Esther (by Rabbi Anna
Gerrard). For those who wish to stay on after 5pm, there will be a poetry workshop led by Anne Symons.
The musician for this day has not yet been finalised.

Friday 4 July
Seminars on Peter, James and John (by Dr Ahreum Kim) and Martha and Mary (by Janet Scott). Music by
the singer-songwriter Mark Waistell and poetry by James Pendle.

Saturday 5 July
Seminars on Judah and Tamar by Dr Elizabeth R Hare, Amos by James Priestman and Adapa and Adam by
Dr Ronan MclLaverty-Head. Folk songs will be played on a melodeon by Kim Sheil.

For full details please go to https://www.festivalofbiblicalliterature.co.uk/programme/
The £30 per day ticket will also entitle you to a complementary lunch and tea and coffee.

Geoffrey adds that, he attended each of the three days last year and enjoyed it greatly. He is attending
once again and can take up to three others in his car and/or answer any questions about the festival.

Property Review and Renewal: A Process Tuesday 24 June 2025, 19:00-21:00 (UK time). With Wendy
Hampton ‘We will explore how Quaker practices of listening and discernment can shape a simple, practical



process for property review. Hearing from meetings that have already gone through this will help us
consider how to begin this delicate but important conversation.

This session complements the other Property Review and Renewal sessions, where we explore how
meetings can approach property decisions with care and discernment. The course involves a workshop and
zoom session.” Further information:
https://www.woodbrooke.org.uk/courses/property-review-and-renewal-a-process/

Appeals

March: £50 was collected on the 5™ Sunday in March for Ramallah Friends School.
https://www.rfs.edu.ps/en

April: £196 was collected for Freedom from Torture. https://www.freedomfromtorture.org

An ex-breeder dwr’/if:fﬁ’\;/a'l at Man‘y‘ Tears — today a healthy and happy dog.
Our May appeal is for Many Tears Animal Rescue in Llanelli. Rehomed dogs from this charity are local
walkers in Ross on Wye. Many Tears takes in animals from difficult situations, rehabilitating them both
physically and emotionally, before rehoming. Many are from breeders, where they are often subjected to
neglect, poor living conditions, and overbreeding. They also take in abandoned cats and dogs from pounds,
unwanted pets directly from homes and dogs from overseas when space is available.
https://www.manytearsrescue.org

The Nun’s Prayer

At our afterword last Sunday, Isabel read out the first few lines from this poem, which caused much
amusement. The full poem can be found on: https://www.growingoldgracefully.org.uk/seventeenth-
century-nuns-prayer/

Lord, thou knowest better than I know myself

that I am growing older and will some day be old.

Keep me from the fatal habit of thinking I must

say something on every subject

and on every occasion.

Release me from craving to straighten out everybody’s affairs.
Make me thoughtful but not moody;

helpful but not bossy.

With my vast store of wisdom

it seems a pity not to use it all,

but Thou knowest Lord, that I want a few friends at the end.

ENDS



