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March 2025

Spring Garden, Ann Johnson

2 March 10:30 AM - Meeting for Worship
1200-1.00 - Meeting for Worship for Business
9 March 10:30 AM - Meeting for Worship.
12.00-1.0 — Meeting for learning (see below)
16 March 10:30 AM - Meeting for Worship
23 March 10:30 AM - Meeting for Worship
30 March 10:30 AM - Meeting for Worship
(nb) British Summer Time

“I have become a good deal disillusioned over ‘big’ conferences and large gatherings. | pin
my hopes to quiet processes and small circles, in which vital and transforming events take
place.” Rufus Jones 1937. From Quaker Faith & Practice 24.56



Diary

8 March 12 - 4pm: Lunch Cooked by Afghan women, The Left Bank, Floodgates Bar, Bridge St, Hereford
HR4 9DG. Booking: www.theleftbankvillage.co.uk. T-01432 353552. Cost £10, children eat free. Profits to
the Linda Norgrove Foundation. Meet Afghan women living in Hereford, hear their stories of life in
Afghanistan, celebrate their strength and resilience on international Women’s Day.
https://lindanorgrovefoundation.org

9 March: International Women’s Day in Hereford introduced by Charlotte Lake and Kate Seekings. Four
notable Quaker Women introduced by Elinor.

14 March: 9.30 Walk at Brights Orchard; coffee at 11am.
22 March: Area Meeting at Ross Meeting House.

23 March: Southern Marches and Mid Wales Quaker Camp will be holding their annual walk from Ross on
Sunday 23 March. We are beginning to get details through. Some walkers will come into Meeting with us
others will arrive afterwards. They will bring a packed lunch, but we will be able to offer hot drinks and
biscuits for when they get back to the Meeting House after the walk. We will have more information
nearer the time, but we know that Ross Friends will be most welcome to join the walk. Maria and Kate will
have up-to-date information when it arrives.

13 April: Discussion of 'Thriving Quaker Communities', initiated by Nick Clapp and introduced by Helen
Oldridge, Quaker Area Local Development Worker. Followed by shared lunch. More details to follow.

Moths

Moths and butterflies are very sensitive to
change and play a vital role in telling us about
the health of our environment. They are
indicators of the health of our towns and
countryside. The drop in moth numbers has
had effects on the other wildlife that depend on
them.

However moths can recover quickly if we
improve their environment. The Fauna nature
reserve in Lancaster contains several types of
habitat; hay meadow, grazing pasture, wetland,
streams, ponds, hedgerows which have been
restored and replanted. The reserve is being
managed to encourage a diversity of wildlife
including moths, butterflies and dragonflies; it is
encouraging to find that counts on the reserve
show that there is a healthy number of these
insects which in turn is a reflection of a healthy
environment.

The care of the environment is a joint
responsibility and we can all contribute by, for
example planting more flowers in the garden,
volunteering on the reserve or fundraising.
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The above embroidery is one of over 500 textile panels made by people of all ages from home and
overseas, for the Loving Earth Project. The project, which was initiated in 2019 by Quaker Arts Network,
continues until the end of 2025. More information on ways to take part can be found on
https://lovingearth-project.uk




Our Meeting House will be taking part in the Ross on Wye Open Gardens event on Saturday 31 May and
Sunday 1 April. Details to follow.

Ann and Geoff will also be opening their garden in Rope Walk as part of the ‘Wild Garden’ category which
the organisers are very keen to encourage. Organised by the Friends of St Mary’s Church, new this year is
their partnering with the Ross branch of the Herefordshire Wildlife Trust to showcase gardens that include
wild elements. More information in the brochure.

Entry to all gardens over the weekend, 12- 4pm, £8 per adult (children Free). Supportive events are a Wild
Play workshop by Hereford Wildlife Trust, Gardeners’ Question Time and two classic concerts at St Mary’s.
Full details and tickets at Rossiter Books, Ross Garden Store and https://fosmross.org.uk/gardens/

Malvern Quaker Meeting House
The Festival of Biblical Literature 2025 will be held in Malvern Meeting House, Malvern, WR14 3DA from
Thurday 3- Saturday 5 July).

The festival is a study and celebration of the Bible as a collection of literature. There will be seminars,
music and poetry. The purpose of the festival is the promotion of Biblical literacy, not as a means to
convince people of a particular set of beliefs, but in order to increase the use and enjoyment of the Bible as
a common literary resource. This is a festival for theist and nontheist, the religiously certain, the religiously
unsure and those who are not religious at all. Ticket-holders will be provided with lunch and tea and coffee
throughout each day. For more information: https://www.festivalofbiblicalliterature.co.uk/ Geoffrey.

Gaie Delap out of prison

Our January issue featured news about Gaie Delap, a Quaker who was recalled to jail due to a failure to
find a suitable tag to monitor her. She was imprisoned for an act of climate witness with Just Stop Oil. Gaie
is continuing to serve her sentence in home detention. This does not make up for the injustice she has
faced and it does not mean her sentence has been ended early. However, Gaie is no longer in jail and can
enjoy the comforts of her own home.

A prayer for
Israel and Palestine

D God of all justice and peace,
e cry out to you
in the middle of the pain and trauma
of violence and fear
which prevails in the Holy Land.

Be with those who need you in these days of suffi
we pray for people of all faiths -

Jews, Muslims and Christians

and for all people of the land.

While we pray to you, O Lord,

for an end to violence and the establishment of peace,
we also call for you to bring justice and equit

to the peoples.

Guide us into your kingdom

where all people are treated with dignity

and honour as your children -

for to all of us you are our Heavenly Father.

In Jesus’ name we pray,
Amen.

Archbishop Hosam Naou,
Anglican Archbishop in Jerusale,

Elinor photographed this in Gloucester Cathedral and
says, “l hope people will value it as much as | do.”



Appeals
Our February good cause was Hereford City of Sanctuary for which we collected £127.00
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The Affame, Benin projec suports orphaned and vulnerable children in the rural
community around the village of Affame. Photograph: Hands Around the World
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In March we are collecting for Hands around the World. Kate writes: This is a small Monmouth based
charity that works in partnership with in-country managers to support impoverished and vulnerable
children and alleviate poverty within communities. They have locally managed Centres in Benin, Kenya,
Rwanda, Zambia and India. The charity also supports well prepared volunteers to offer practical help, skill
sharing, and friendship.

Hands around the World support schools, youth training centres and workshops providing education and
training for children and teenagers in need. They offer initiatives at each centre like growing vegetables,
rearing poultry and beekeeping. This way they can improve the nutrition of the children and generate
income, developing the sustainability of the Centres.

The charity supports the most vulnerable of children, often orphaned girls, sometimes with disabilities.
Malnourished and hungry children are fed and sponsored in schools where they learn essential life skills. In
the training centres young people learn vocational skills to support themselves and their families.
https://hatw.org.uk

Lent in ,'

A special service in .

Lent Lunches
Eat simply every Wed

The Creed Deed - 0

Join Professor David Thomas and
ministry team to explore the Nicent

Sundays from 9th March, 3.00pr

The Ross
Parishes




