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2 Feb 10:30 AM - Meeting for Worship
1200-1.00 - Meeting for Worship for Business
9 Feb 10:30 AM - Meeting for Worship.

12.00-1.0 — MFL on Nathaniel Morgan (Elinor)
16 Feb 10:30 AM - Meeting for Worship

23 Feb 10:30 AM - Meeting for Worship

2 March 10:30 AM - Meeting for Worship

Business Meeting

‘While | breathe upon the earth, | shall stand for God and truth’
Margaret Fell (1614 — 1702)



Forthcoming Events

February
Friday 14 February: 9.30 Early spring walk at Brights Orchard. Please let Isabel know if you
would like to come, need transport or directions. 01989 565804

March
Friday 7 March: Women’s World Day of Prayer. Maria has joined the Ross planning group
for this and will let us have details.

Saturday 8 March 2025 3-5pm, Hereford Friends will be celebrating International Women's
Day at Hereford Friends Meeting House. They invite all Southern Marches Friends to join
them, whether for tea and a chat or as a more active participant. They are inviting a range
of organisations from around the county to represent their activities especially, but not
exclusively, in relation to women. An area of the Meeting House will present what Quakers
were and are, especially female figures both local and national. In the afternoon there will
be a 50 minute performance of ‘The Empty Plinth’ about five historic Herefordshire women,
performed by local teenage actors.

Saturday 22 March: SMAQM at Ross. We need a team to host this. Kate is asking for help.

23 March: 250th anniversary of the birth of Nathaniel Morgan. Elinor is considering a
display to have at the AM and Chris has suggested an article in The Ross Gazette.

Later
31 May 31 — 1 June weekend. Ross Open Gardens. We plan to take part in this.

Saturday, 21 June: Longest Day - Herefordshire Interfaith are planning a walk near Ross. We
could invite them to our garden for coffee or picnic lunch.

Image credit: Joe Holtaway for Quakers in Britain

Peace education

UK core military spending is set to be at 4.3 times the overseas aid budget this year and
Quakers are continuing to speak out against the arms trade. Quakers in Britain recently
urged the government to include peace education in the English curriculum in

a submission to the Department for Education's curriculum review. They also work with the



Welsh Centre for International Affairs and Academi Heddwch in Wales to promote peace
education. Quakers in Britain hope the recent surge in interest in peace education will see
the different nations of Britain supporting each other and that the newly launched first ever
Openlearn peace education course from Open University will be widely accessed.

Quakers on trial for Telford action

Four Quakers arrested at an arms fair in Telford in 2023 finally began their case this January.
The group of six protesters at Walsall Magistrates Court were charged with ‘chaining on’.
This included locking themselves to each other and to the gates at the Specialist Defence
and Security Convention-UK (SDSC-UK) at Telford International Centre (TIC) in Nov 2023.

Jo Hindley, from Cotteridge Meeting, told the Friend that the defendants on trial from 20 to
22 January were backed by a minute from Central England Quakers, with local Friends
supporting them in the public gallery and outside. The four Quakers are Rajan Naidu, from
Selly Oak Meeting; Louise Scrivens, from Solihull Meeting; Ralph Wallin, from Bournville
Meeting; and Fran Wilde, of Selly Oak Meeting. The other defendants are Alison Bath of
Calderdale, and Heather Wilde of Lincoln.

12 January, Meeting for Learning

Geoffrey reports: Each of us had read an article by Keith Braithwaite from The Friend which
focused on the question ‘These people who don’t believe in God, what do they do in
Meeting for Worship(MFW)?’ The author opens the article with a well-known passage from
| Corinthians 13, in which the Apostle Paul writes, ‘Love....bears all things, believes all
things, hopes all things, endures all things’. This eventually leads to his conclusion that MFW
may be viewed as a ‘spiritual, emotional gymnasium’ where, what-ever perspectives we
bring to MfW, it offers training that ‘helps us, to help each other to bear, believe hope and
endure’.

The author takes a round-about route to this conclusion that raises other issues, such as the
fact that Quakers in other countries approach MfW very differently, hardly different, to any
non-denominational church in Britain. He asks questions about ‘primitive’ Christianity,
biblical interpretation, worship and spiritual gifts. All of this produced very honest and lively
consideration in our discussion such as, What is a Christian? What does it mean ‘to believe’?
Do we sufficiently help newcomers to share in MfW? Or for that matter do we help
newcomers to appreciate the ‘spirit of Quakerism’, or it’s ways and structures, such as what
we know as the ‘Business Method'.

These issues were among the matters raised as we shared our thoughts and reflected upon
them together. All of which produced not just ‘food for thought’ but also signposts to a
number of actions that might need to be considered further in our local ‘spiritual, emotional
gymnasium’ actions that could help us, to help each other to bear, believe, hope and endure
the survival course which is life.

‘The worship of God is not a rule of safety, it is an adventure of the spirit, a flight after the
unattainable’. Alfred North Whitehead (1861-1947) English mathematician and philosopher,
argued in his ‘process philosophy’ that "...there is urgency in coming to see the world as a
web of interrelated processes of which we are integral parts, so that all of our choices and
actions have consequences for the world around us." For this reason, one of the most
promising applications of Whitehead's thought in the 21st century has been in the area

of ecological civilization and environmental ethics pioneered by John B. Cobb.



The Mother of Quakerism: The Life and Writings of Margaret Fell

Thursday 27 February - Thursday 10 April 2025

The live Zoom sessions are at 19:00-20:00 (UK time) on Thursdays 13 March, 27 March and
10 April. This six-week online course explores the life, writings and legacy of the ‘Mother of
Quakerism’, Margaret Fell, looking at the contribution she made to the formation of the
early Quaker movement as an organiser, counsellor, lobbyist and writer.
https://www.woodbrooke.org.uk/courses/the-mother-of-quakerism-the-life-and-writings-
of-margaret-fell/

Appeals

January: Emmaus. Contributions raised for the Emmaus January collection totalled £83 -
rather less than for most of our appeals. Inclement weather probably affected recent
Meeting attendance and if anyone would still like to contribute, donations can be made to
this worthy cause through their website. Emmaus communities provide a home and
meaningful work to people who have experienced homelessness and social exclusion. There
are currently 30 Emmaus communities located across the UK, supporting more than 850
formerly homeless people. There are also three Emmaus groups working to set up new

communities. More information on: https://emmaus.org.uk

February appeal: Hereford City of Sanctuary is part of a national charity aiming to create a
culture of welcome and hospitality across the UK, providing support and dignity to those
fleeing war and persecution. “We aim to build a culture of welcome, respect, kindness,
support and hospitality for refugees and migrants and to create an environment where
people are valued, their stories are heard and success becomes possible.

“Everyone is welcome at our friendly drop in sessions every Friday from 10am-12pm at The
Quaker Meeting House, 21 King Street, Hereford, HR4 9BX.” For more information visit:
https://herefordshire.cityofsanctuary.org

END



