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Petra lays our wreath in St Mary’s 

 

1 Dec 10:30 AM – Meeting for Worship  
1200-1.00 - Meeting for Worship for Business 

8 Dec 10:30 AM – Meeting for Worship. 
12.00-1.0 – Meeting for learning (see below) 

15 Dec 10:30 AM – Meeting for Worship 

22 Dec 10:30 AM – Meeting for Worship 

29 Dec 10:30 AM – Meeting for Worship 

 

‘Silence in itself has no magic. It may be sheer emptiness, absence of words or noise or 
music. But it can be an intensified pause, a vitalised hush, a creative quiet, an actual 

moment of reciprocal correspondence with God. 
‘For Quakers, there are times for words and times for silence. At this time of pain, let our 

mouths be silent and let our hearts fill with love for all those suffering and for all those with 
the power to bring about true and lasting peace.’ 

 
An extract from Chris Bligh’s article for the Ross Gazette 30 October 2024 

 
 



Events 
 

5th December: Visit to the Hub 
Caroline Bennett, who is Chair of the Trustees of the Hub, has kindly offered to show a 
group of Friends around. The date for this is Thursday 5 December at 10am. Please contact 
Janie Shepherd if you would like to attend. 
 

8th December Meeting for Learning 
The postponed meeting from November: Exploring Pastoral care within the Meeting.  
 

10th and 17th December Bright’s Farm Walks 
If weather allows, Isabel would like to offer Tuesdays 10th and 17th Dec for a walk and/or 
coffee at Brights Orchard.  9.30 for walk, 10 am for coffee.  Let Isabel know if directions are 
needed. 
 
 

 

 
 

Remembrance Sunday, Ross-on-Wye 
 

For the second year running, two wreaths, one of red and one of white poppies, were laid 
on the chancel steps at St.Mary’s Church. 
 

We used white poppies from the Peace Pledge Union in our wreath which was made by Ross 
florist, Designer Flowers. Our Meeting for Worship started earlier than usual, then a group 
of Friends left for the Remembrance service at St Mary's, joining with others at the The 
Prospect for laying of wreaths and two minutes silence. We then went inside for the 
Remembrance service - a moving event with much focus on peace. Petra represented Ross 
Quaker Meeting with a reading then placed the wreath on the Chancel step. She later 
moved it to the Peace space in the Side Chapel.  
 

On Armistice day our Peace wreath was laid again, at the Market House for the two minutes 
silence to mark the end of the First World War. We plan to continue the laying of a Peace 
wreath each year now.  
 

Symbolic white poppies were established in 1933 by the Co-operative Women’s Guild 
sustaining their key message of “Never Again” when considering their family losses in the 
First World War. White poppies encourage us to question the way war is normalised and 
justified, and remind us of the need to resist war and its causes today. 
Maria and Nick - https://www.ppu.org.uk 



 

 

 
 

Quakers support campaigners in Uganda 

 

With support from Quakers in Britain, a group of Scottish Quakers called  
StopEACOPScot have joined the international campaign against EACOP (the East Africa 
Crude Oil Pipeline). The carbon cost of this project is potentially huge - far exceeding the 
current carbon footprints of Uganda and Tanzania combined. 
 

StopEACOPScot members have been in touch with local people in Uganda who are bravely 
protesting in defence of their environment and livelihoods, and who deserve our support. 
StopEACOPScot are also are joining others in campaigning to try to persuade insurers and 
potential investors not to insure the EACOP project or invest in companies involved in the 
pipeline. 
 

If you’re in Scotland you can email them on stopeacopscot@gmail.com to find out what 
they are doing or join their group. If you would like to take similar action, 
contact climatejustice@quaker.org.uk  
 

 
 

The Story We Tell  
Artwork (above) by Arabella Age 14, James Allen’s Girls School. One of the many entries in 
the 2024 International Spirited Arts competition. 
 



This year's entries to the NATRE (National Association of Teachers of Religious Education) 
international Spirited Arts competition on the theme Why Do Animals Matter? received 
approximately 3,000 entries from around 470 schools. It is the second year that Animal 
Interfaith Alliance (AIA) of which Quakers are a member organisation, and Veganism in 
Education (VinE) have sponsored a theme that enables children and young people to 
explore human-animal relations and to think deeply about the moral and spiritual aspects of 
all living beings.  
 

Arabella explains “My piece, ‘The Story We Tell’ answers the theme ‘Why Do Animals 
Matter?’ by showing how humans have erased a core part of many religions in order to feel 
superior to animals.  
 

“Religions such as Christianity, Buddhism and many more hold the belief that all life is 
sacred and equal. The reasoning for this ranges from: because it was created by a divine 
power to because there is no actual ‘self’, but the main idea stays the same. An example of 
this is from the Bible, Ecclesiastes 3:18: "I also said to myself, 'As for humans, God tests 
them so that they may see that they are like the animals'". However, throughout history, we 
as humanity have always forgotten these parts of religion and treat animals as inferior while 
continuing our destruction.”  

 

 Photograph St Mungos 
 
Appeals 
 

November’s Collection: £200 was collected for Peace Direct’s campaign to support local 
peacemakers helping Women in Afghanistan. 
 
December’s collection is for St Mungos. Over the last six months this charity for the 
homeless has seen a big increase in people who are new to rough sleeping and therefore 
particularly vulnerable. Due to the cost of living, some people can’t afford basic rented 
accommodation. St Mungo’s runs services in London, Bath, Bournemouth, Christchurch and 
Poole, Brighton, Bristol, Leicester, Oxford and Reading. They work constructively with the 
Government to bring about fundamental change to a system that is failing. At their 
Christmas events they are the only homeless charity to accept the companion dogs who 
accompany many who live on the streets. 
 

Services range from street outreach to emergency and long-term accommodation. They 
deliver skills training, like numeracy and gardening, to help people reconnect and get back 
to work. They also run preventative services, so people do not become homeless in the first 
place.  Clients come from all walks of life and services are designed with specific needs or 
community groups in mind, like migrants or prison leavers. https://www.mungos.org 


