
Ross Friends November 2024 
 

 
Ross water meadows, photograph Geoffrey Johnson 

 

3 Nov. 10:30 AM – Meeting for Worship 

10 Nov 10:00 AM – Meeting for Worship. (see below) 

17 Nov 10:30 AM – Meeting for Worship 

12.00-1.00 – Meeting for learning and shared lunch 

24 Nov 10:30 AM – Meeting for Worship 

1 Dec 10:30 AM – Meeting for Worship 

1200-1.00 - Meeting for Worship for Business 

 
 

In Memoriam (Easter 1915) by Edward Thomas 
 

The flowers left thick at nightfall in the wood 
This Eastertide call into mind the men, 

Now far from home, who with their sweethearts, should 
Have gathered them and will do never again. 

 
(Edward Thomas lived in Dymock and walked the hills and countryside  

in the area; he served  in WWI in the Artists’ Rifles and was killed in 1917. 



Events 
 

Saturday 9 November: The very first AGM of Cymar will take place at Hereford Meeting 
House and online. In the afternoon session Friends will have the opportunity to hear Paul 
Parker (Recording Clerk of BYM) lead a discussion on ‘The Future of Quakers in Britain’. 
 

Sunday 10 November: On Remembrance Sunday our Meeting will start at 10am. Then at 
10.45am, those who wish to will leave for the St Mary's Remembrance service and laying of 
our white poppy peace wreath. The white poppies have been supplied by the Peace Pledge 
Union: https://www.ppu.org.uk 
 

Thinking of remembrance and the minute’s silence, Chris has an article published in this 
week’s Gazette on Quaker silence. Thankyou Chris. 
 

Sunday 17 November: Meeting for Learning: Pastoral care, led by Kate and Janie. 
Followed by shared lunch. 
 

 

 
White Peace Poppies, painting by Ann.  

The purple centres mark the millions of animal victims of warfare 
 
 

 

Geoff extracted this from the Service of Remembrance on Sunday 10 Nov at  
St Mary’s at 11.15 
 

Act of Commitment  
Let us commit ourselves to responsible living and faithful service. 
 

Will you strive for all that makes for peace? 
We will. 
Will you seek to heal the wounds of war? 
We will.  
Will you work for a just future for all humanity? 
We will. 

Merciful God, we offer to you the fears in us that have not yet been cast out by love: may we 
accept the hope you have placed in the hearts of all people, and live lives of jusgce, courage 
and mercy; through Jesus Christ our risen redeemer. Amen. 
 



Clear-seeing 
Nick writes: The following may be interesting reading for Friends, especially how it 
explains Simplicity; a key part of the Quaker testimonies.  
"[The first generation of Friends] came upon a faith which cut to the root of the way they 
saw life, radically reorienting it. They saw that all they did must flow directly from what they 
experienced as true, and that if it did not, both the knowing and the doing became false. In 
order to keep the knowledge clear and the doing true, they stripped away anything which 
seemed to get in the way. They called those things superfluities, and it is this radical 
process of stripping for clear-seeing which we now term simplicity… 
 

The taproot of simplicity is to be found at that point in the life of a Friend when the 
realization comes that his or her inner and outer lives are connected, that for the inward life 
to continue to grow, there must be a response from the outward life. It is at that point 
where awareness dawns that spiritual knowledge itself comes from an open relationship 
between one’s inner and outer lives, and from a free movement between the two." 
 

Frances Irene Taber, 1987 American Quaker writer 
 
 
Meeting for Sufferings, 5 October 2024  
This is an extract from a compressed report by Ann Davison. The full minutes are available 
online (quaker.org.uk) with a longer account in The Friend (11 and 18 October). 
 

Quakers and the slave trade 
Would you like to know more about Quakers and reparations for the chattel slave trade?  A 
working group appointed by Britain Yearly Meeting (BYM) has been looking at this topic for 
the past year and are keen to visit Area Meetings to tell us about their work and suggest 
ways in which we could become involved. A number of AMs are undertaking historical 
studies and finding more than expected involvement by Quakers in the slave trade. Others 
are focusing more on what reparations might look like. Would SMAQM like a Meeting for 
Learning on this topic? 
 

Apartheid and genocide 
There was deep discernment on whether or not Quakers in Britain should use the words 
‘apartheid’ and ‘genocide’ in relation to Israel/Palestine. A sub-group of Quaker Peace and 
Social Witness Central Committee have spent much time in their own discernment on this, 
and reported to Sufferings. 
 

Ministry centred around the two Quaker roles of prophet or reconciler.  Which should take 
precedence in this particular case? A quotation from George Fox was painted on the wall of 
the room in which we met: “My allegiance lies in truth and faithfulness”. QPSW had 
recommended ‘honouring our commitment to speak truth in love’. The final nuanced 
minute approves use of the terms and includes the words “In this situation our primary role 
is to bear witness”. 
 
 

Why were Lancaster Quakers involved in the slave trade? (Hope this informative link works 
– Ann Johnson) https://vimeo.com/844194200/21a392a1f5?share=copy 
 
 
 



Appeals 
We collected £155.00 for the local good cause The Willow Trust. More information on this 
charity on: https://www.willowtrust.org 
 

November’s charity is Peace Direct. This is an international charity dedicated to stopping 
violence around the world. They do this by empowering local peacebuilders to resolve 
conflict and build lasting peace for their communities. We are collecting for Peace Direct to 
support their work with women and girls in Afghanistan. Women are not allowed to work, 
or to sing or show their faces in public. Girls are not permitted to have an education. Peace 
Direct works with local peacemakers in the country to support women and girls in this dire 
situation where they have been deprived of their basic human rights. 
https://www.peacedirect.org 
 
 

A brief history of Quakers and banking 
Ann writes: Now for something completely different but perhaps relevant today. This was 
published on 23 July 2019. 
‘Alongside famous manufacturing businesses with Quaker origins like Cadbury, Rowntree's 
and Clarks, there are two other household names whose early success was built by Quakers: 
Lloyds and Barclays.  

‘These big names in banking might not occur to you when you think of Quaker values of 
peace, equality and sustainability, but both were established by Quaker families. Though 
they no longer have a Quaker connection, Lloyds was formed in 1765, while Barclays began 
back in 1690.’ Read on…… 
https://www.quaker.org.uk/blog/a-brief-history-of-quakers-and-banking 
 
 

 
A Victorian Barclay’s bank interior, Beamish Museum. Photo: Wikimedia Commons 

(Reproduced from Quakers in Britain website) 
 
And from Quake, 17 October 24: 
 

George Fox's 59 rules for good government 
Lucy Saint-Smith reviews George Fox's rules for good government and asks what we can 
learn from these today: 
https://www.quaker.org.uk/blog/george-fox-s-59-rules-for-good-government 


