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These (QUAKER) testimonies reflect the corporate beliefs of the Society, however much
individual Quakers may interpret them differently according to their own light. They are not
optional extras, but fruits that grow from the very tree of faith.” — Harvey Gillman 1988

6 October | 10:30 AM - Meeting for Worship
1200-1.00 - Meeting for Worship for Business

13 October | 10:30 AM — Meeting for Worship.
12.00-1.0 — Meeting for learning & shared lunch

20 October | 10:30 AM - Meeting for Worship

27 October | 10:30 AM — Meeting for Worship

10:30 AM — Meeting for Worship




Friday Walk at Brights Orchard

Isabel reports: There will be shooting on the estate on Mondays and Fridays. | will take
soundings for an alternative time. If you would like to come for a walk and/or coffee on
another day, perhaps Tuesday, please let me know. Maybe we could change to afternoon
and cup of tea.

6 October Meeting for Business:

On the agenda at present, we have:

*The memorandum of understanding from the Cymar trustees which includes premises
matters and Health and Safety responsibility.

*There will be other Premises matters.

*Finance: to consider the realisation of our endowment funds.

*Time for a preliminary consideration of jobs and responsibilities for 2025.

If you have other items please let Isabel or Ann Addison know.

Peace vigil

On 21 September, International Peace Day, eight Friends gathered by the Market House in
the centre of Ross-on-Wye for a peace vigil. The event served as a visible reminder of our
commitment to peace. Passersby responded warmly, with many offering thumbs-up signs or
waves of support. It was encouraging to be part of this important day, spreading the
message of peace and goodwill within our community. Nick

Week for prayer for world peace
Quakers in Britain are part of an interfaith network who organise the Week for Prayer for
World Peace. The annual interfaith event — now in its 50th year — will once again gather
together those who wish to bring peace into world through prayer and meditation.

The theme this year is ‘Praying with hope in a troubled world’. The central event will
be an online gathering held from 15:30-16:00 on Sunday 13 October 2024 with ‘music,
prayers, storytelling and the presentation of the 2024 Wilson/Hinkes Peace Award’. Further



details and zoom link on the website or write to the Week of Prayer for World Peace
at wpwp2021@yahoo.com.

Sadly, we are rapidly entering the era of space warfare. Right now, the UK and other
nations are deploying military systems to support and enable warfare in space. As part of
the global Keep Space for Peace Week from 5 - 12 October, Spacewatch UK will be calling for
a halt to the militarisation of space. Protests are scheduled to take place at the Ministry of
Defence in Whitehall, Menwith Hill, RAF Croughton and other locations. Spacewatch UK isa
project launched by our friends at Drone Wars UK. To join in, organise your own event at a
base, have a speaker for your local group or ask for other resources, please get in touch with
Spacewatch UK info@spacewatch.uk

Induction of the new Baptist Minister
Geoffrey represented Ross Quakers On the 7 September, in a joyful service of celebration at
Ross Baptist Church, the Revd lan Oliver was inducted as their new minister.

“The service of worship commenced with a welcome from Revd Peter Wade, a
former minister and conducted by Revd Neil le Tissier the Regional Minister. As you would
expect, the hymns were sung heartily and with a sense of thankfulness, that a new minister
had arrived.

“Preceding the simple, official ceremony of induction there were messages of
goodwill, on behalf of the Dawley Baptist Church, where lan Oliver had previously served for
twelve years. This was followed by a ‘Testimony’ to his call to serve in Ross, from a member
of Ross Baptist Trustees. The induction, completed, local church representatives attending
the occasion, were invited to come forward; each of us offered lan our congratulations and
welcomed lan and his family to Ross.

“One aspect of the service which | reflected upon was the ‘Confession of Faith’, part
of which we stood, ministers and congregation, to share in saying; part of this were the
words, ‘Today we stand with each other, recognising the Christ in our midst, affirming our
faith in the God who loves us with a love that transforms us, and who calls us to work for a
transformed world.’

“I was pleased to be present, representing Ross Quaker Meeting, and offer our
welcome to lan and his family and our good wishes to the Baptist Church.”

The Peaceful Schools programme

Nick reports on Peaceful schools training: Early on a Thursday morning, Petra, Steve, and |
set off for Wales for our Peaceful Schools training. After a long drive along winding, hilly
roads, where sheep roamed freely, we arrived a few miles from Newtown in Powys.

Helen Porter greeted us warmly, making us feel at home, and we settled in to begin our
training. We worked through the six sessions we would be leading in schools, each carefully
structured and supported by ample notes and resources, making the prospect of
implementing them far less daunting.

Petra and | had already familiarised ourselves with the Peacemakers Learning for Peace
book, so we had an idea of what to expect. However, it was Helen’s engaging approach that
truly brought the training to life. She guided us through various activities, including mindful
breathing exercises, the Magic Carpet game, and competitive fives. Her enthusiasm and
knowledge of the program were truly inspiring.

One of the most thought-provoking moments for me was during our discussion on
integrating child refugees into schools. This was highlighted through the ‘passports’ exercise,
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where children choose six items they would take if they had to flee their country, then leave
one behind at each stop on their journey. This was something | hadn't expected and left a
lasting impression.

It was enriching to share our experiences with the small group, and the day proved valuable.
Our Meeting expressed interest in trying some activities, and we plan to hold a Meeting for
Learning to show how the Peaceful Schools sessions work.

Natural Inspiration: Elemental Qualities for Positive Change

Woodbrooke course, 24 October - 21 November 2024.

Exploring how nature-connection and the unique qualities of the elements can inspire and
support our change-making witness. Bringing us into deeper relationship with the
interconnectedness of all life and the spirit that flows through all things. The live Zoom
sessions are at 18:30-20:30 (UK time) every Thursday. Further information:
https://www.woodbrooke.org.uk/courses/natural-inspiration-elemental-qualities-for-

positive-change/

Crime

Ann has spoken with Community police officer Claire Denton from the Ross Safer
Neighbourhood Team about the recent disruption in our Meeting garden. Clare fully
explained how the police have dealt with the operation and Ann will briefly report to
Meeting in the next couple of weeks. It appears there have been no further incidents in our
garden (which is looking beautiful, by the way).

Meeting for Learning
8 September: Chris renamed Meeting for Learning, presenting a Meeting for Thinking.
He included quotes from three Quaker writers: Geoffrey Durham, Henry Cadbury and Simon
Jenkins. The subject of the Meeting was how we should continue our outreach work. Below
are the main points of our discussion:

People find their way to Quaker Meeting on their own unique journeys. It is an
internal process. However they do need to know that Quakers exist before they can start this
journey. Let people know that you are a Quaker and answer their questions. Some of us
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wear Quaker badges and this can instigate a discussion. Let your life speak. Meeting for
Worship is our core activity and our actions stem from this.

There are many groups working to promote our values. Individual members get
involved with different campaigning groups and it is helpful if they keep us informed of their
activities and of forthcoming events so that we can give support as we are able.

Chris has developed a good relationship with the editor of the Ross Gazette and we
aim to publish weekly reports about Quakers in the paper. This might be information about
our local activities or a reference to one of the articles published in the online magazine
Quake by Quakers in Britain. To be followed up at our next business meeting.

13 October: Nick, Petra, Steve and Maria will explain about the growing Peace Project
(feeding back from a session on 5 September.) To be followed by shared lunch.

Appeals

It was decided to donate to Freedom from Torture on Sunday 29 september (5" week in the
month). Around the world, torture is used to silence and destroy lives. Freedom from
Torture stands with survivors, providing and fighting for change. They provide specialist
psychological therapy to asylum seekers and refugees who have survived torture, helping
them recover and rebuild their lives in the UK. https://www.freedomfromtorture.org

October appeal: The Willow Trust

The aim of the Willow Trust is to provide a unique opportunity for people of all ages with a
disability or serious illness to enjoy a therapeutic day out on the water. Each year up to
7,000 children and adults with disabilities and serious illnesses spend a day on board our
two fully wheelchair accessible broad-beamed boats on the Gloucester-Sharpness Canal.
Both boats, Spirit of Freedom Il and Leonard Matchan, were purpose built for the Willow
Trust and give children and adults with disabilities a day of freedom they never dreamt
possible. The Willow Trust is completely self-funding.

https://www.willowtrust.org
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