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Longhope’s host of golden marigolds

1 Sept 24 10:30 AM - Meeting for Worship
8 Sept 24 10:30 AM - Meeting for Worship.
12.00-1.0 — Meeting for learning followed by shared lunch (see
below)
15 Sept 24 10:30 AM — Meeting for Worship
22 Sept 24 10:30 AM — Meeting for Worship
29 Sept 24 10:30 AM — Meeting for Worship

“As we dwell in the life and power, we grow in reverence for life. We recognise that there is
“that of God in everyone” and this leads us to renounce violence. We may even adopt the
Gandhian principle of ahimsa or “non-harm” in relation to all living beings.”
Gordon Matthews 2010



EVENTS

8 September: Meeting for Learning. Chris will present a discussion about his leadings on
sustainability and political action. This is followed by a shared lunch.

13 September: Isabel offers a walk at Brights Orchard - 9.30 for walk, 11.00 for coffee. If
anyone would like to lead a longer walk than usual, let Isabel know.

21 September: Celebrating World Peace Day. Friends will meet at the Market House at
noon to hold hands in a circle alongside a World Peace Day banner, for a period of silence.
Maria is forming a small group to implement this plan and asks interested Friends to contact
her. (See Global action for peace, below)

Isabel and Ann (Ann with Jessie pictured above) visited Jessie at Longhope in August. We
enjoyed friendly, stimulating chat which covered all manner of subjects, from the artist
Durer to organised religion. Afterwards we walked together in the impressive, flower-
bedecked Longhope gardens.

Ross Meeting peace vigil

Nathan writes: In the week following a weekend of violent clashes in cities in England and
Northern Ireland between anti-immigration demonstrators and counter-protesters, there
was also a larger response which sought to meet these shocking actions with a calmer,
firmer voice that effectively challenged that of the rioters.



In our own town, emotions that were stirred for many played out in social media posts. One
in particular, that enquired if there was a peace vigil being held in the town, received much
support. In response to this post the Ross Meeting mobilised swiftly to open the doors of the
Meeting house for a vigil on 10 August.

The event was publicised on social media and received many positive responses and on the
day a group of f/Friends were joined by a member of the public for a quiet meeting followed
by discussion. All who attended seemed to receive value from being together even if just to
share shock at what had been witnessed across the country. A momentum was felt by most
attending and in discussion over coffee ideas emerged of taking a future meeting for peace
into the town centre. Plans are in motion for this. (see above)

Global action for peace

Quakers in Britain are part of an international coalition planning the first Global Week of
Action for Peace and Climate Justice from 21-28 September 2024. The theme is ‘Divest from
War — Invest in Climate Justice!
The week of action will highlight the many connections between war, militarism and climate
breakdown, and build bridges between peace, climate and justice movements. You can get
involved by:
o registering for a webinar on 25 September 12-13.00 UTC exploring the issues led by
experts in the field and people with lived experience
e Attending any of the other events planned online or in person
e planning your own action using the week of action downloadable toolkit
e writing to your MP to introduce them to the topic. If you'd like some help with this,
Northern Friends Peace Board will shortly have a helpful template you can use here
e You can write to the Peace team for more information. Please let us know if/how you
are getting involved in the Week so we can share what you do.
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The Compassionate Shopping Guide

On the subject of peace, we can ask ourselves ‘How peaceful are our actions where
nonhuman animals are concerned?’ In September 2023, Ross Meeting collected for the
Naturewatch Foundation. Now the animal welfare charity has just published the new - 17th
edition - of their Compassionate Shopping Guide which features the latest cruelty-free
brands and companies. This enables us to ensure that we are only supporting companies
that are entirely cruelty-free. The 17th edition simplifies company policies and legal
regulations, making it easier for us, as consumers, to make informed choices when shopping
and to support genuinely passionate companies.

In 2015, the UK banned testing finished household products on animals. But it didn’t ban the
sale in the UK of finished household products that have been tested on animals in other
parts of the world. And when it comes to ingredients, there are many of loopholes which
mean animal testing can still take place.

Naturewatch informs us that “...it's nearly 10 years since the household product ‘ban’ was
introduced and, clearly, there’s room for improvement. The new Labour government has
promised to ‘...partner with scientists, industry, and civil society as we work towards the
phasing out of animal testing.” Progress is long overdue and, together, we’ll hold them to this
promise. Introducing a proper household product testing ban would be a great place to
start.”

The Guide contains a wealth of content but is compact in size for carrying around when
shopping. Available for £5 (including postage and packaging). Ann is ordering a copy and will
order for other Friends if required. Please let her know in the next couple of weeks.




First time at BYM

Nick, our website editor, describes his first experience of attending Britain Yearly Meeting:
Visiting Friends House in London for the first time felt daunting. | wondered if it would be
just another vast headquarters with imposing reception areas and open-plan offices; would |
feel out of place or lost? Instead, | found a warm welcome where there was no

division between 'them' and 'us'; it was simply 'us.' Being with so many Friends made it feel
like a huge family gathering.

| had previously attended local and area meetings, so | thought | knew what to expect.
However, nothing could have prepared me for The Light auditorium. The vastness of the
room and its vaulted ceiling were breathtaking. Being part of the discernment for the
future of Meeting for Sufferings, after only reading written reports, was truly fascinating.

On Sunday evening, we enjoyed circle dancing and joined the choir for the George Fox song;
there was birthday cake too! We concluded the day with a relaxing guided meditation led by
Junior Yearly Meeting. Seeing all the young Friends gave me optimism for the future of
Quakerism in a time where declining statistics is often the topic for discussion.

Their enthusiasm inspired me to action, and I've enrolled in a training day for peace work
with young people. | look forward to working with them to help shape the future of
Quakerism. | was ‘open for transformation’ and the entire experience has indeed
transformed how | feel, think, and live out my beliefs. | look forward to seeing you all at BYM
in 2025!

APPEALS

September appeal: Maria will introduce the work of The Hub which supports people in
need in Ross. Milly Boylan will visit to talk about The Hub at 11.45 on Sunday 1 September.

August appeal: Nick reports: “Our appeal for the New Start Cat Rescue raised £173. Petra
and | will be making an additional contribution to bring the total up to £200.”

ENDS



