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4 August | 10:30 AM - Meeting for Worship

11 August | 10:30 AM - Meeting for Worship.

18 August | 10:30 AM — Meeting for Worship. Business Meeting

25 August | 10:30 AM - Meeting for Worship

1 Sept 10:30 AM — Meeting for Worship

Loving Earth Art Calendar 2025
Quaker Arts Network (QAN) has produced a beautiful calendar for 2025 featuring images of
panels from the Loving Earth Project. This is available by mail order (multiple copies only)
from QAN or the Quaker Bookshop. Discounts are available for ‘bulk’ orders.
Details at http://lovingearth-project.uk/shop



https://quakerarts.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b6035e1d26f1663ddbf4fca5a&id=4b74ef9d16&e=db5fbbf2e0

Sunday 18 August: Business Meeting

27 July - 3 August: Bristol Quaker Camp 2024, Talgarth, Wales, Saturday 2024 Ann Addison,
Margaret Johnson and Nathan Avard will be going to Quaker camp at Rayadar. Two or three
of us are keen to attend either on Sunday 28 July or Tuesday 30 July. Please let Isabel or
Maria know if you would like to join a party - or just go.

5 September: Isabel writes: The Growing Peace Project in Hereford is offering a training day
on 5 September. So far, Ross has not been included in this and it would be really good if
one, or two, or three of us could get some training and go into Ross schools. More
information from Isabel. https://thegrowingpeaceproject.org/our-story

7 September: Ross Baptist Church 2.30pm, at The Venue, Hill Street, Ross on Wye HR9 7AD.
Ross Friends are invited to join with Ross Baptist Church for the Induction Service of their
new Minister Rev. lan Olliver. Geoffrey plans to attend this event.

Geoffrey reports: It has to be admitted, that although George Fox and Early Quakers were
steeped in the Bible, it features little in modern-day Quakerism; | believe this is a significant
loss. So, when | heard of a Quaker initiative, ‘The Festival of Bible Literature’, to be held at
Malvern Meeting House from July 4-6, | was delighted and signed up immediately. The aim
of James Pearson, who organised the event, was to make this an open occasion and not just
for Quakers. Perhaps because advertising was limited, there were no more than twenty
people attending over the three days, though some did travel from around the country to
take part. Most did seem to be Quakers and the majority of those present, readily admitted
that their knowledge of the Bible was limited; very positive feedback suggested that
participants had, as was suggested, come with open-minds, intending to visit the Bible
afresh.

As the title indicates, the Festival focused on the Bible as ‘Literature’; the aim was to
approach particular themes or biblical books, as we might as members of any book-group.
So, first off, careful reading of the text was crucial; considering the words on the page must
be the starting place. Following a literary process, questions about the author might be
addressed, though in truth, very little is known about them or later editors of these texts.
We were encouraged to reflect on our personal ‘reader-response’ reactions to what we had
read. Beyond these early considerations, questions about plots and narrators were in order
and then the ‘settings’ or questions regarding where? when? what? and how?


https://thegrowingpeaceproject.org/our-story

In different ways our four speakers challenged us along these lines. Examination of
the Gilgamesh Epic (written 2150-1400BCE), an even more ancient story of creation, in
Genesis, suggested parallels but marked differences too. Sections of the prophet Isaiah and
Ezekiel were explored, focusing on and asking questions about ‘evil’ and ‘grief’ respectively,
seeking to understand what might be learned from them, which could be related to today.
Another speaker took the story of Job, illustrating how this story had been the inspiration
for novels by Dickens (Bleak House), Rudyard Kipling and Iris Murdoch Finally, we were
introduced to the Gospel of Mark, and encouraged to view its literary quality, as a very
carefully and skilfully crafted ‘journey’ narrative.

This ‘Festival of Bible Literature’, produced much thoughtful discussion and lively
debate. Despite the fact that | have been a life-long Bible student, | was still provoked to ask
different questions of the literature within this incredible library of 66 books. Each of the
speakers proved to be thought-provoking and constructively stimulating. In this open-
minded setting we were reminded that these prose and poetic stories remain alive and
challenging and can continue to nourish us in mind and heart. As well as music, provided
during breaks, our bodies were nourished in a most welcoming and hospitable environment
provided by f/Friends at Malvern Meeting House.

Want to find out more about Quakers?
Woodbrooke runs many courses throughout the year. Some take place at designated
venues but most are also available online. Here are three examples:

Linking Climate Justice and Demilitarisation: 7 August and 10 September, is a live
zoom event at 19.00-20.30pm on both days. ‘This two-part exploratory space is held in
partnership with Quaker Peace and Social Witness and provides the opportunity to delve
into the links between militarism and climate and explore how re-envisaging these
challenges is necessary for shaping a safer, fairer world.’

Approaching the Gospels: A Quaker Introduction: Live Zoom sessions are on 30 - 31
August 2024. ‘This course will aim to provide a helpful perspective for Quakers seeking to
better understand the roots of the Quaker tradition. Taking each of the Gospels in turn, we
will consider various different reactions to Jesus among his disciples and adversaries and
reflect on the gospel writers themselves and concerns of those for whom they were writing.

The Future of British Quakerism Conference in Staffordshire from Friday 18 —
Sunday 20 October. Residential places for this have now sold out but we can still join online.
British Quakerism is at a critical juncture and this gathering will be an opportunity to ask and
address the pressing questions about its future. This conference will reflect on insights and
explore ways to support communities and deepen our spiritual lives in the face of change.’

For further information on these events and more, visit Woodbrooke Learning:

https://www.woodbrooke.org.uk/our-courses/



https://www.woodbrooke.org.uk/our-courses/

The entrance to our Meeting House looking handsome after renovation

Meeting House and garden open day
On Saturday 6 July an estimated 100 or so visitors joined us to commemorate George Fox’s
400t centenary. This was quite an event. It began with an idea to combine centenary
celebrations with clearing the burial ground to remind the people of Ross of Quakers who
contributed to the life of Ross and who are buried here. The garden is still, after 350 years,
a place of memory and tranquility, open to everyone.

f/Friends put an enormous amount of effort into planning, preparing and publicising the
event. As the day drew near we had no idea what the response would be. The day began
grey and damp but from the moment our door opened at 10am, people began arriving.
There were f/Friends from other Meetings, those whose relations are buried here, and local
people visiting to explore and find out more. Many interesting conversations and memories
were shared, and many cups of coffee consumed.

At midday the weather was still undecided and the Peace gathering was held inside.
The Meeting House was almost full and, as we reflected together on peace in our hearts and
in the wider world, there was palpable warmth of shared feeling. Later the sun came out
providing the opportunity to enjoy the garden. Apart from the wild flower seeds we have
broadcast there, seeds of thoughts and ideas were planted in those who were there. Who
knows what will grow from this venture? At the Sunday 7 Meeting we expressed our
pleasure in this greatly enjoyable day and the way in which all f/Friends rose to the
occasion. Ross f/Friends signed a card for Andy Mardle who lives next door, to thank him for
all his help with the open day. Isabel.

“The garden and house open day was a joyous occasion, uniting Friends and locals in a
peaceful gathering. The welcoming atmosphere, enhanced by Caroline’s delicious cakes,
fostered a sense of community and connection, making it a memorable event for all.” Petra



Many thanks to Chris, Janie and Kate for these lovely photographs of f/Friends and visitors.



For our June Appeal we collected £175.75 for Many Tears animal rescue in Llanelli. On
receipt of the donation a spokesperson sent the above card. www.manytearsrescue.com
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New StQI?:

t: 07510 134805

Our August Appeal is for New Start Cat Rescue, suggested by Nick and Petra. Nick says,
“Petra and | have chosen this charity as it is local and has a very strong personal meaning as
we recently lost our beloved cat Alfie.”

Based in Huntley between Ross on Wye and Gloucester New Start Cat Rescue's aims are:

e to find suitable homes for any cats in our care and encourage responsible cat ownership
e to check new homes for suitability for a cat and give advice where necessary

® to promote regular vaccination and worming programs and encourage microchipping

® to encourage spaying and neutering of all cats and kittens (when old enough)

e to neuter feral cats and return to their normal colonies where possible

Further information: https://newstartcatrescue.org.uk

The Ross newsletter is also available through the Ross section of
the Area Meeting website https://smquakers.org.uk/local-
meetings/ross-on-wye/



http://www.manytearsrescue.com/
https://newstartcatrescue.org.uk/
https://smquakers.org.uk/local-meetings/ross-on-wye/
https://smquakers.org.uk/local-meetings/ross-on-wye/

