ROSS QUAKER MEETING MAY 2024
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Greeneye spurdog by Oliver Mclntyre, aged 7. See Shark Champions, below

05 May 10:30 am — Meeting for Worship
1200-1.00 - Meeting for Worship for Business
12 May 10:30 am — Meeting for Worship.
12.00-1.0 — Meeting for learning & shared lunch
19 May 10:30 am — Meeting for Worship
26 May 10:30 am — Meeting for Worship
12.00 am — Business Meeting
2 June 10:30 am — Meeting for Worship

“The way to right wrongs is to turn the light of truth upon them.” Ida B
Wells-Barnett

Ida B Wells-Barnett was an anti-lynching crusader, suffragist, women's rights advocate,
journalist, and speaker. She was born into slavery in Holly Springs, Mississippi in 1862 and
died in Chicago,in 1931 aged 69.

Ida made two speaking tours of Britain: in 1893 and 1894. The tour of 1893 was at the
invitation of Quaker women, including Catherine Impey (August 1847-December 1923) a



British Quaker activist against racial discrimination. Catherine founded Britain's first anti-
racism journal, Anti-Caste, in March 1888 and edited it until its last edition in 1895. Further
information: https://www.quakersintheworld.org/quakers-in-action/362/Quakers-against-

racism-Catherine-Impey-and-the-Anti-Caste-Journal

Portrait of Ida B Wells 1893

Diary
10 May: Brights Orchard ‘riverside” Walk.

12 May: Meeting for Learning. This MfL session will be set aside for discussion on
preparations for the 400" Anniversary of the death of George Fox. A shared lunch follows.

26 May: Business Meeting.

9 June: Meeting for Learning. Pastoral Care, to be led by Ann Addison and Margaret
Johnson,

24 June: Pity of War inauguration: Visit to the National Arboretum

July 14: Meeting for Learning on Forgiveness, to be led by Janie.

Our March appeal for the Phoenix Prison Trust raised £200.

Learning with Woodbrooke: Details of a whole range of courses, both online and in person
can be found on: https://www.woodbrooke.org.uk/learn/

Garden Phase I, 10am MH garden Thursday 9 May

Several Ross Friends have already volunteered to help with the Meeting House garden
clearing and reviving. If others would like to help please give Chris your email. A list of tasks
and equipment required will be sent soon.

The Ross Quakers George Fox 400th Anniversary garden day is on 6 July. A leaflet is
being prepared highlighting how George Fox ‘s leading established the Friends of Truth and
became the Quaker Way and how the garden is not only a burial ground or a memorial
garden for all those Ross Quakers who contributed to the life of Ross, it is now a place for
memory, sanctuary, and peace and quiet for all.

‘Guided by our shared Quaker testimonies, the garden serves as a quiet place
dedicated to fostering peace, compassion, and unity. We strive to create a nurturing
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environment where all are welcomed to connect with nature and seek the strength of our
inner light in quiet contemplation. Whether within the garden or elsewhere, we demonstrate
our commitment to caring for the Earth and its resources, promoting sustainability and the
responsible use of natural resources.’

The Appeal for May is Freedom from Torture

Around the world, torture is used to silence and destroy lives. Freedom from Torture
provides specialist psychological therapy to asylum seekers and refugees who have survived
torture, helping them recover and to rebuild their lives in the UK. This May FfT is taking part
in the Chelsea Flower Show (21-25 May). Sponsored by Project Giving Back, the garden
(pictured below) features sculptural streams of willow creating peaceful zones, naturalistic
planting and a sanctuary in which to relax. After the show the garden will be relocated to the
FfT centre in London, where it will be used by torture survivors and their families on their
journey to recovery. https://www.freedomfromtorture.org

Project Giving Back: https://www.givingback.org.uk

Ross Friends visit Canon Frome Court

Richard reports: On Friday 26 March, a good number of us from the Meeting, plus some
spouses, took Margaret up on her invitation to a shared lunch and a tour of her unusual
place of residence. Margaret lives in Canon Frome Court, a lovely brick seventeenth century
mansion. Sixteen of us arrived on a chill grey day but it didn’t rain and, at one point, the sun
made a little effort.

Canon Frome has been run as a community since 1978, based on a shared lifestyle
around farming the local land, and occupying the impressive country house. The house and
stable block has been divided up into twenty living units of varying sizes to accommodate
single people like Margaret and also families with children, with the youngest currently
about five years old. The community centres around farming, and we saw cows, goats,
chickens and sheep who had just lambed. There are also arable crops along with an
impressive walled garden growing a variety of fruit and vegetables and an orchard with
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trees covered in beautiful blossom. We saw the dairy where the milk is kept cool, and where
they make cheese. All the farming is carried out following organic principles, although
Margaret did point out that compromise is sometimes forced on them, since one non-
organic banana skin thrown into a compost bin can upset things!

It's not all about paddling about the fields in wellies, of course. There is machinery to
be maintained, along with upkeep of the various buildings. And quite a bit of admin to be
done to supply at least a chair, treasurer and secretary for the three organisations that
underpin the community. Adults are expected to do some 16 hours work each week for the
community - and that's on top of any other external jobs they undertake to generate
income.

We met up for coffee in the large and impressive community room and later for
shared lunch, which was a treat, with a wide range of dishes on offer, including tasty soup
prepared by Margaret, no doubt from veg grown in their gardens. The welcoming
community keeps ‘open house’ for many, with external groups making use of the large
spaces on offer. Many thanks to Margaret for organising an interesting and special day out!

Truth to power through art

Over coffee after the Friday walk at Isabel’s recently, a group of us discussed the conundrum
of speaking truth to power when it comes to issues that greatly concern us. We often feel so
power-less. One answer was, as a starting point: “Become aware”. | therefore can’t resist
sharing the awareness created by this powerful, peaceful campaigning project from
Australia. Not organised by Quakers but clearly sharing the same values.

Shark Champions are led by the Australian Marine Conservation Society (AMCS) and
the Humane Society International (HSI), two organisations that work to protect our precious
oceans. Sharks and rays are an integral part of that protection and they believe the best way
to do this is through systemic reform. Since establishing the Shark Champion community,
they have mobilised over 60,000 people to advocate for sharks by asking for changes to
fishing rules, government policies, and environmental laws.

The most recent raising awareness project has been to initiate a national art
competition which has resulted in over 1,500 young Australians using the power of
imagination to create artworks to help save our threatened and endangered species.
Supported and guided by some of Australia’s foremost artistic minds, the entries are truly
inspiring.



Greater awareness will be generated when some of these remarkable works will take
centre stage at an exhibition merging education, art and science at the Australian Museum
in Sydney from September 2024.

Further information: https://sharkchampions.org.au/fantastical-sharks-and-rays/

A voice for the Wye

Ann’s new book of paintings and drawings, Wild Margins 2, addresses the plight of the Wye
and will be launched ‘officially’ at The Sanctuary Gallery, Newnham on Severn during the
run of their BLOOM Exhibition of floral art from 25 May — 28 June. The book includes
drawings inspired by Bright’s Orchard. www.thesanctuarygallery.com

Ann’s paintings will also feature in the exhibition.
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