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3 March 10:30 AM — Meeting for Worship

10 March | 10:30 AM — Meeting for Worship.
12.00-1.0 — Meeting for learning (see below)
17 March | 10:30 AM — Meeting for Worship

24 March | 10:30 AM — Meeting for Worship (Meeting for Business)

31 March | 10:30 AM — Meeting for Worship

8 March - Spring morning at Brights Orchard
9.30am for walk to daffodils. 10.30 for coffee. More walking if anyone wants to.
Needing transport? Let me know. Isabel

10 March: Meeting For Learning and shared lunch

The MfL will be an open session; those present will be invited to share their pressing
concerns and views, with a focus on ‘hope’ in these worrying times. Following the Meeting
there will be a shared lunch.

31 March: Easter Sunday Dawn Service (note British Summer Time begins on 31/03).

The Rev Sean Semple writes: “I would like to invite the churches of Ross and Districts

to attend and participate in an Ecumenical Sunrise Service at 6 am on Easter Sunday, in the
Garden of Remembrance in St Mary’s churchyard. Last Easter the new fire was lit by the
Roman Catholics, CLC led the worship, and the Anglicans did a reading and lit their Pascal



candle. We then enjoyed some coffee and croissants in the church. Please let me know if
you are interested in doing this again.” (Ross Friends may be interested in attending.)

A Day of ‘Great good-will’

The Hereford Meeting House was packed well before 2.0pm on Saturday 24 February for a
very special event. Even the sun was shining brightly to provide added warmth and light to
the occasion. We had gathered to witness and share in the marriage of Ros and Andy, who
were clearly excited that their very special day had arrived. The Meeting for Worship began
with silence before first Andy and then Ros shared their mutually-expressed marriage
wedding vows. Emotions were highly-charged for them both, so they were not alone in
shedding a few tears during the time of worship.

Throughout the rest of the Meeting for Worship, many of those attending offered
their respective congratulations to Ros and Andy conveying their hopes for peace and
happiness in their union. To my knowledge, as well as Friends from Hereford, Friends from
Clun Valley, Malvern, Worcester and Ross were also present. Throughout the Meeting, there
was a wonderfully sensed unity of feeling of good-will towards the couple. A number of those
who ministered referred to the fact that this was the first time that they had been present at
a Quaker wedding.

Since, both Ros and Andy had spoken quite softly in sharing their vows, they
repeated them for those who did not hear first time around, in an adjoining room, when the
Meeting closed. Tea was provided by the hospitable Hereford team and a wonderful array
of cakes had been baked by Caroline Bennet, so cheerful conversation rounded off this
wonderfully happy occasion.

Our March appeal is for the Phoenix Prison Trust.

The PPT offers hope and healing to people in prison through meditation and yoga. They
provide support in more than 200 prisons and other secure establishments in the UK and
Ireland by helping establish regular classes for both prisoners and staff, supplemented by
free books, DVDs and CDs; training qualified yoga teachers to work safely and respectfully in
prison; providing prison yoga content for Prison Radio, TV, digital services and publications.
Resources are provided in various languages and for those who can’t read. The PPT can also
recommend yoga practices for those with specific ailments and disabilities. The publications
Inside Time and Her Wellbeing can also be provided. https://www.theppt.org.uk

February collection: For Hereford City of Sanctuary our meeting collected £150.
https://herefordshire.cityofsanctuary.org

January collection: Jane Roberts, chair of the Ross on Wye Community Development Trust,
has thanked us for our donation of £155.00 to their Warm Ross campaign to help
households at risk of fuel poverty. https://rosscdt.org.uk

Exploring threshing and clearness

How can threshing, clearness and other methods help Quakers make good decisions even in
difficult situations? This online Woodbrooke session will help you understand these
processes and think about how to use them. Wednesday 6 March, 6.30—8.30pm Furthur
information: https://www.woodbrooke.org.uk/courses/exploring-threshing-and-clearness/
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Quakers in Britain and Peace Education Network

Newly launched Teach Peace Secondary is a sequel to the award-winning primary pack for
5-12 year olds. This offers 50 cross-curricular lessons from organisations including Amnesty
International UK, War Child and Pax Christi. Topics include challenging antisemitism and
Islamophobia, conflict transformation, religion and peace, the human rights effects of the
arms trade, how to nurture inner peace and lots, lots more. Quakers in Britain request we
share with educators. Further information: https://www.peace-education.org.uk/teach-p

S/He that hath ‘hearing-aids’ — let them hear

Congratulations to the Premises Committee for the endeavours in arranging for the
introduction of a new ‘LOOP SYSTEM'. Just a reminder to those wearing hearing aids:

YOU WILL NEED TO SWITCH/PUSH THE NECESSARY BUTTON ON YOUR OWN HEARING AID
SYSTEM IN ORDER TO BENEFIT FROM THE LOOP SYSTEM.

For the first time since | joined Ross Meeting, | was able to hear most of ministries offered
during last Sunday’s meeting. But a reminder to those ministering, if you mumble or speak
too softly or look down when you speak, this will limit our hearing possibilities. So - HEADS-
UP and SPEAK-UP please. Geoff

Meeting House spruce up

Elinor writes: “Ross Quakers are planning to celebrate the 400t birthday of George Fox in
July by sorting, cleaning and sprucing up our Meeting House. By July we will arrange an
exhibition of posters and display boards. And then we will throw open the Meeting House
and garden to the town. Precise details are being decided in a rolling programme of work.
The small meeting room has already been cleared and spring cleaned.” (Many thanks to
Nick and Petra).


https://www.peace-education.org.uk/teach-p

Minute from December Churches Together in Ross District

Geoffrey explained that the Quakers were resigning from the group. The Quakers were
founded as a radical Christian organisation in the 17th Century. It has always been a
democratic-led organisation and has changed over the years. There is no credal form,
instead it is open and tolerant to various ideas and actions.

Recently, it has developed in an interesting way. Geoffrey identifies as a Christian Quaker
but a strong Evangelical voice is no longer prevalent and Christian Quakers are now a
minority. At least half now identify as non-theist (agnostic) and use of the Bible is limited
these days. In the last 50 years those coming in have changed the perspective and face of
Quakerism — it has become increasingly humanistic and therefore Geoffrey feels that they
no longer belong in CTRD (he feels that it would be more appropriate to be part of an
interfaith group). He has protested and made his views known (including writing to national
office re withdrawing from national organisation) but he is in a minority and now feels that
it is dishonest to continue with current arrangement. The decision was a local one by
consensus but Geoffrey feels it should be national, reflecting their values of honesty and
straightforwardness.

Anne expressed the group’s sympathies and understanding and thanks to Geoffrey for
coming to explain. We are sorry to see the Quakers leave CTRD leave but wish Geoffrey and
all well. Anne will write on behalf of CTRD.

As a Meeting, the Quakers in Ross would want to stay in good relationships with CTRD.
Andrew W asked how we could help that happen. Geoff will convey back the message. It
was suggested and agreed to continue to share the Minutes of these meetings. Geoffrey
also suggested that the Quakers should be left out of future leaflets and Christmas
handouts.

Geoffrey suggested that we might consider entering into more theological dialogue and be
prepared to discuss the harder issues. A previous group that Geoffrey had been part of
swapped pulpits/speaking engagements. It was noted that we have previously held shared
Lent meetings (that is not quite the same, but is something that can be considered again by
way of an integration).

Geoffrey then withdrew from the meeting.

ENDS



