ROSS QUAKER MEETING JANUARY 2024

Woodbrooke on-line course: A Light in the Darkness

Saturday 20 January. 10:00-16:00

A day of reflection and contemplation will explore what give us hope and sustenance in
both the light and the dark. The day will combine poetry, music and readings from the Bible
and Quaker texts with individual reflection and worship sharing. It will be an opportunity to

retreat from the world for a while with the aim of going back into it feeling stronger and

more supported.” https://www.woodbrooke.org.uk/courses/a-light-in-the-darkness/

7 Jan 10:30 AM — Meeting for Worship

14 Jan 10:30 AM — Meeting for Worship.
12.00-1.0 — Meeting for learning (see below)

21 Jan 10:30 AM — Meeting for Worship

28 Jan 10:30 AM — Meeting for Worship
1200-1.00 - Meeting for Worship for Business

4 Feb 10:30 AM — Meeting for Worship




A happy event to begin the year

Andy and Roz write: ‘Andy Boldero and Ros McGregor will be getting married in Hereford
Meeting House on Saturday 24 February at 2pm, followed by tea and cake. All friends are invited
to join us.

Love and much happiness, Andy & Ros’

Sunday 24 December
Ann (Addison) will lead a slightly expanded meeting on Christmas Eve.

Business Meeting Sunday 28 January
Agenda not yet completed but will include:
*Financial position for the end of the year and budget for 2024.
*Review plan for appeals and selection of appeals for first six months.
*The list of jobs and responsibilities for the year to be agreed and recorded.
*Work on premises will to be reviewed.

Our appeal for January — Ross Community Development Trust
Ross Community Development Trust (RCDT) exists to unlock the potential of the Ross-on-
Wye community to work collaboratively and creatively to enhance the quality of life for all
in the town. There are many resources within the community, from voluntary organisations
supporting carers, to health and wellness groups looking for new members. The aim of RCDT
is to ensure these support mechanisms are easily accessible for those seeking assistance.
RCDT is continuing to run its Warm Ross scheme this winter and is asking those least
affected by the cost of living crisis to help keep those on low incomes warm and fed. Last
winter nearly £4500 of donations were received from local residents to the Warm Ross
fund. This was used exclusively for meter top-ups or food vouchers for those most at risk,
with no deductions made for admin costs by the CDT. We worked closely with Ross
Community Garden and the Community Larder. https://rosscdt.org.uk

Meeting for Learning Sunday 14 January

Elinor will open discussion on Margaret Fell, known as the mother of Quakerism, one of
the Valiant Sixty early Quaker preachers and missionaries. Born Margaret Askew in Dalton-
in-Furness, Cumbria, England, she married Thomas Fell, a barrister, in 1632, and became the
lady of Swarthmoor Hall. Thomas became a judge and a member of Parliament, but
disapproving of Oliver Cromwell's assumption of authority, he ceased to participate in
government.

In 1652, Margaret heard the ministry of George Fox and was convinced. Over the
next six years, Swarthmoor Hall became a centre of Quaker activity; she served as an
unofficial secretary for the new movement, receiving and forwarding letters from roving
missionaries, and occasionally sending admonitions to them from Fox, Richard
Hubberthorne, James Nayler, and others. She wrote many epistles herself and collected and
disbursed funds for those on missions. Perhaps her most famous work is "Women's
Speaking Justified", a scripture-based argument for women's ministry, and one of the major
texts on women's religious leadership in the 17th century. After her husband's death in
1658, she retained control of Swarthmoor Hall, which remained a meeting place and haven
from persecution, even though it was sometimes, in the 1660s, raided by government
forces.


https://rosscdt.org.uk/

