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04 Feb 24 10:30 AM – Meeting for Worship  

11 Feb 24 10:30 AM – Meeting for Worship. 

12.00-1.0 – Meeting for learning (see below) 

18 Feb 24 10:30 AM – Meeting for Worship 

25 Feb 24 10:30 AM – Meeting for Worship 

03 Mar 24 10:30 AM – Meeting for Worship 

 

“Until he extends the circle of his compassion to all living things, 
man will not himself find peace.” ― Albert Schweitzer 



The wedding of Andy and Ros: Please note the 3rd sentence 
Andy Boldero and Ros McGregor will be getting married in Hereford Meeting House on 
Saturday 24 February at 2pm, followed by tea and cake. All friends are invited to join us. 
Please could you let us know by text or phone if you intend to come, as this will help 
enormously with catering arrangements. 07900 526454 

Love and much happiness, 
Andy & Ros 

31 March: Easter Sunday Dawn Service (note British Summer Time begins on 

31/03)The Rev Sean Semple writes: I would like to invite the churches of Ross and Districts 
to attend and participate in an Ecumenical Sunrise Service at 6 am on Easter Sunday, in the 
Garden of Remembrance in St Mary’s churchyard. Last Easter the new fire was lit by the 
Roman Catholics, CLC led the worship, and the Anglicans did a reading and lit their Pascal 
candle. I am happy to repeat or renew this pattern. We then enjoyed some coffee and 
croissants in the church. Please let me know if you are interested in doing this again. 

Ross Business Meeting 28 January: Will include financial state for the end of the year and 
budget for 2024 and a review/plan of Appeals. The list of jobs and responsibilities for the 
year should be agreed and recorded.  

Circle dancing: Probably most people do not know that there is circle dancing at the MH 
every third Wednesday in the month from 2-4pm. It is lovely, gentle dancing, very 
energising. Ask Isabel for more information, or just come and give it a try. 

Epilogue: This is a zoom meeting at 9pm every Wednesday. We began it during the covid 
lockdown and it continues, although numbers have dwindled. This is simply a gathering for 
20 minutes to half an hour; a pleasant way to end the day. Someone brings a short poem 
which we reflect on. Julia, whom many know, joins us. We would be very happy if you would 
like to be included. Isabel 
Join Zoom Meeting 9pm Wednesday 24 Jan and subsequent Wednesdays 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83008630025?pwd=nvSWAJ7qw9hmMHiPRGvzNyAeHVZifn.1 
Meeting ID: 830 0863 0025 
Passcode: 022390 

 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83008630025?pwd=nvSWAJ7qw9hmMHiPRGvzNyAeHVZifn.1


 
 

Celebrating four centuries of Quakers 

Four hundred years after the birth of Quaker co-founder George Fox, celebrations are 

planned throughout 2024 to recognise that Quakers are still working for justice with peace. 

Further details: https://www.quaker.org.uk/news-and-events/news/celebrating-400-years-

of-quakers 

Britain Yearly Meeting: A week of celebrations at Swarthmore Hall 15 – 20 July 2024 

Quakers in Britain (Britain Yearly Meeting) will be holding a week-long celebration of the 

lives of George Fox and Margaret Fell and to explore how Quakerism is relevant to the world 

we live in today. The programme will include music, family activities, crafts, talks and tours of 

Swarthmore Hall. The week will run from 15th July and will finish on Saturday 20th July with 

a garden party with traditional English tea. All activities will be free of charge except for the 

Saturday garden party/afternoon tea event. Email Beth Follini for more information and to 

get the booking link. 

List of events: https://fwcc.world/event/fox/ 

 

New Years Eve 2023 special collection  

We welcomed Milly Boylan our local Independent Councillor to speak to us about her new 
project. Milly set up Ross Warm Welcome and it has a Facebook Group for more 
information. She is raising funds to open a service in Ross for somewhere for local vulnerable 
people to go. It will be called The Hub, part of Ross Warm Welcome. She plans to open five 
days a week supplying meals, activities, a safe and warm environment for those that need it. 
Various organisations will visit to help with benefits, addictions, mental health issues etc. 
She has secured the premises already and has already started major building works. Many 
local businesses are donating kitchen equipment, building materials etc.  

Previously, Milly ran a similar smaller service each week at the Venue at the Baptist Church 
in Ross. She moved the service recently to Ross Motor Sport Club, 25 Kyrle Street which is 
where they'll be until the new centre opens. Our Meeting had a collection which raised over 
£72 which Milly was very grateful for. Milly’s Grandmother was a Ross Quaker, Constance, 
who Jane remembered. Milly said our Meeting House hadn't changed much since she was 
last there 29 years ago. She was very touched that we made her so welcome. Maria  

 

January’s Meeting for Learning focused on Margaret Fell known as the Mother of 

Quakerism. In 1632 she married Thomas Fell, a barrister and Justice of the Peace. In 1652, 
Margaret heard the ministry of George Fox and was convinced 

When Thomas died in 1658 Margaret retained Swarthmoor Hall as a welcoming hub 
for Fox and other Quakers and developed a clearing house for correspondence with 
members of the community, at home and abroad. Her epistolary exchange formed the basis 

https://www.quaker.org.uk/news-and-events/news/celebrating-400-years-of-quakers
https://www.quaker.org.uk/news-and-events/news/celebrating-400-years-of-quakers
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of what became the strongest of the radical movements that abounded during the century 
of religious upheaval. Living until 1702, Margaret enabled others to travel and spread the 
faith while she maintained the communication network in Swarthmoor Hall. 

She worked closely with Fox, and in 1660 she published her Declaration of core 
Quaker principles ‘bearing testimony against all strife, wars, and contentions that come 
from the lusts that war in the members’. Among her many publications, the most renowned 
was in 1666 Women Speaking Justified, written while she was imprisoned in Lancaster gaol 
for six months for failing to take an oath and holding Quaker meetings in her house. In 1671 
she created the first Women’s Monthly Meeting. 

Trusted in all her endeavours by George Fox, in 1669 they married and she was able 
to intercede on his behalf when he was imprisoned and to continue to support him through 
his travels in London and abroad until he died in 1691. Margaret remained a central figure in 
the Quaker community until her own death in 1702. Further Reading: Mother of Quakerism: 
Margaret Fell (1614-1702) | Women Scholars and Professionals (intervarsity.org)  
 
 

Meeting for Learning George Fox, 11 February  
(There will be a shared lunch afterwards) 
Early history: George Fox was born in 1624 the eldest son of Christopher Fox, a devoutly 
Christian weaver. From early childhood, George was of serious religious disposition and 
studied the Bible closely. In 1643 George left home seeking and failing to find spiritual 
companionship By 1647 he gained confidence in his own beliefs and started preaching, 
leading to repeated imprisonment. In 1652 he climbed Pendle Hill and had a vision of a 
‘great people to be gathered’ and was welcomed into Swarthmoor Hall, which became a 
vital hub for the work of Fox and other preachers who travelled with him as Friends 
throughout the country, gathering followers who were convinced by their radical ideas. Fox 
proved to be not only an outstanding preacher and leader, but a genius at creating an 
organisational structure that secured the Friends as a community. Elinor 
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