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HEREFORD QUAKERS  

NEWSLETTER 
                                August 2022 
 

Meetings in Meeting House  
Meeting for Worship                                
August 14th, 21st,, 28th, at 10.30 am         
August 7th   protected meeting                       
August 28th    after MfW  Kit Byatt  will give a 
talk on Pity of War project. This will be 
followed by a ‘bring and share’ lunch.         
Every Thursday 12.30-1.00pm.                      
It would be lovely if you could occasionally 
join this short meeting – a moment of 
quietness – amidst the town bustle.  

Matters arising from Business Meeting. 

22.18 WiFi for the Meeting House                                    
Premises Committee recommends that Hereford Meeting pay 
for reconnection to Wi-Fi through the existing phone line to 
the first floor of the Meeting House. This would be of 
potential benefit to all room users and access to this facility 
could contribute to post-Covid recovery in room bookings by 
former and new customers.                                                   
The provision of a superfast fibre service by BT in the name 
of one individual account holder would be in the order of £28 
per month, without phone connection. This would be for a 2-
year contract, with an additional charge of £5 per month 
subsequently.                                                                                  
The Meeting agrees to this proposal and asks Premises to take 
the installation of WiFi forward. 

22.19 Protected Meeting                                                     
Friends agree to experimental ‘protected’ Meetings for 
Worship on the first Sunday of each month, at the same time 
as the usual Zoom Meeting for the majority of Friends.      
We wish to encourage our more vulnerable Friends to come 
to Meeting when there are fewer people. A‘protected’ 
Meeting means masks will be worn (if able); socially 
distanced seating; no refreshments and Friends should feel 
comfortable to stay as long or as short a time as they  wish.                                                                                     
The experiment will begin on Sunday August 7th 
10.30am. 

On Zoom  

Meeting for Worship                      

   August 7th at 10.30am  

AM Mtgs for Worship                 
Sundays 10.30 -11.30am                     
Wednesdays 10.30-11am 
thelisteditor@smquakers.org.uk for link         
or see email 

Other Zoom Meetings  

Experiment with Light                                
2nd & 4th Fridays at 2pm.                     
Contacts: Sheila and Colette  

Tuesdays: coffee time chat                       
11am - 11.30am Link from Audrey by email 

VIGIL FOR THE EARTH                          

We are invited to sit in silent meditation 
beside the Bull in Hereford High Town, 
at 12noon on the 2nd Saturday of each 
month, until                                               
COP27 in November, 2022 

You may know that Julian and Lorna Rutherford are moving to Spetchley, 
Worcestershire in early August. They will be greatly missed, although we 
certainly hope they will keep in touch. I'm sure Friends, many of whom will 
have known Julian over many years, will wish to say farewell to him and his 
family. We will be organising a shared lunch at the Rutherford's home, Mill 
Cottage, Canon Frome HR8 2TD on Tuesday 2nd. August 12.45pm for 1pm.     
See email for further details. or  contact Audrey                                    
Tel; 01432 820436        wanaki@btinternet.com                                  

 

Chris Robertson

Chris Robertson
July 31st



 

  

 

 

 

 

More Matters Arising… 

22.20 Financing ‘The Pity of War’ Sculpture  

Further to Area Meeting minute 22.37, we 
have been asked to consider how we, as a 
Local Meeting, can contribute to the cost of 
The Pity of War Memorial. Our Treasurer 
gave us a succinct overview of the A.M. 
discussion and the differing views of Friends. 
It was also noted that neither A.M. nor our 
Meeting had budgeted for the sculpture in 
their 2022 costings. We are deferring a 
decision until the subject has been 
considered further at July Area Meeting, and 
until Friends have been able to learn more 
about the project through the website 
link(https://www.pityofwar.org ). Ruth 
Stanier will invite Kit Byatt, one of The Pity of 
War trustees, to give our Meeting a talk.          

Trustee Minute regarding Pity of War 
memorial 

We have received Trustees’ Minute 22.31 in 
response to a request from Area Meeting 
(Minute AM 22/37) that Trustees 
recommend to Area Meeting a sum which 
can be donated towards the Pity of War 
project.                                                          
Trustees recommend that an immediate 
donation of £5,000 is made together with an 
underwritten amount of £5,000.                         
We accept these proposals and hope that 
Friends feel able to support the project 
further, raising this additional underwritten 
amount at the local level. 

AM22/49 Pity of War update 

Friends on ‘The Pity of War Working Group’ 
have spoken to us today about the 
momentum towards completion of the 
memorial at the National Arboretum. We are 
encouraged by the support of Area Meeting 
and are pleased that there was a piece about 
the project in the Friend of 8th July. We ask 
the Clerk to circulate the report to all Friends 
in this AM. 

 
From Friend Alan Wheatley 
 
I transcribe below from a Morning Star newspaper 
feature, '21st Century Poetry' (Thursday, June 30, 2022).   
I believe the 'camo' reference is an abbreviation of 
'camouflage'. 
No doubt Hereford Friends Newsletter would be more 
willing to reprint it than Hereford Times would! 
 

Armed Forces Day                                                             

Under a canopy of camo-netting,                                            
the children are playing soldiers:                                             
A glossy promo video shows men with rifles                 
running through long grass,                                                     
as military music swells and falls 

A little boy - he must be eight or nine -                                
Tears the plastic gun from a soldier's fingers,                   
Points it at the man in uniform:                                               
"Bang, bang! My gun shoots you dead!"                                   
His mother tuts: "Don't do that, it's not nice."                        
The soldier takes the gun back, laughs awkwardly,                                                        
Ruffles the little boy's hair. 

Inside the white marquee, a poster display:                          
"Experience World War **! Wear a gas mask! Eat Spam!"                  
Camo baseball caps announcing, "future air cadet"               
But nothing to show the truth:                                                
No pictures of cities flattened                                                   
Or images of soldiers shot to pieces                                      
"We wouldn't want to scare the children." 

Above us, the aeroplanes tear                                      
the white tension from the morning sky,                         
Childlike, we point and stare,                                         
Whilst across the sea, in other countries,                          
Other people's children cower at their own shadows,          
And tell the stories we do not wish to hear. 

Rebecca Lowe  

Rebecca Lowe is a journalist and Quaker poet activist. 
Her most recent collection, Our Father Eclipse, was 
published last year by Culture Matters. She lives in South 
Wales. 21st Century Poetry is edited by Andy Craft, email 

info@smokestack-books.co.uk 

 



   

Meetings for Ukraine 

Friends in Ukraine are now hosting two Meetings for 
Worship on Sundays. Friends in different time zones can 
now join them for either Meeting. For full details and 
zoom links, please see: 
www.facebook.com/QuakersKyivUkraine/  The second 
prayer time includes the UK at 1800 hrs. 

Friends in Russia meet on the first, third and fifth 
Sundays on line. Please email dd.moskva@gmail.com for 
details of the next Meeting and the Zoom link. 

FWCC EMES (Friends World Committee for 
Consultation Europe & Middle East Section holds a 
weekly Meeting for Worship to uphold the situation in 
Ukraine for thirty minutes every Tuesday at 13.30pm. Go 
to: www.fwccemes.org/news/quaker-attention-on-peace-
and-ukraine  

You will need to register, but it’s the same link each 
week. 

 

                                     Mountain 

Hmmm, an elevated portion of the Earth,                     
Mountain sometimes looks like a giant, representing 

our problems when we are 

At  the bottom                                                                              
Of the mountain 

But the right people,                                                                         
They can climb the mountain with us 

And we together can together achieve                                        
Our desires                                                                                       

Our success on top of the mountain. 

Road 

My favourite thing to do                                              
Is go where I have never been                                                                  

Road is made for a journey, not the destination  in life          
Since the day we were born                                                                         

We have been travelling from one phase to another           
making our way                                                                                         

To our expected destination, the sunrise, our success. 

It’s always a road isn’t it?                                                                       

Life is like a road                                                                                                                  
the steps we take when handling it,                          

like a road map                                                                                         
the road is long and winding                                                                     
it’s unclear what lies ahead                                                                          

Or where it’s leading                                                                                   
But the brightness that shines                                 

Gives hope and curiosity                                                                            
to keep going. 

 

Reciprocity                                  
There must be about 100 Ukrainians finding their feet 
in Hereford at the moment…..settling in, untangling 
the  red tape and looking for the employment which 
the ‘powers that be’ are encouraging them to do.                                                   
And there must be almost as many  Herefordians 
wanting, in some way, to help                    
By a chance conversation with an acquaintance that 
need for us as a family was fulfilled. My daughter 
Anna happened to say that the family were hoping to 
have some camping breaks during the summer but 
they didn’t know what to do with her disabled 
mother. Her friends response was that she was 
hosting a Ukrainian family and felt sure they would 
be happy to keep an eye on me( get my meals etc.)  
Tatiana said she would be happy to but was really 
hoping to get some regular domestic work. Anna who 
has been suffering with back pain was delighted to be 
able to offer her one morning’s housework a week 
also. Tatiana’s young teenage daughter didn’t want 
to be left out…she saw getting my lunch everyday a 
chance to brush up on her English.                                                                   
From that chance conversation we have all benefited.  
Tatiana has employment, eggs from our chickens and 
fruit and veg. from the garden, Milanna has 
conversation practice, Anna has relief from her back 
pain, I have new friends and the whole family 
opportunities now and again for  well-earned respite 
from me!!!                                                                  P.G  

          

From “Words of Welcome”: an inventory of thoughts, stories and poems by Manchester’s Sanctuary Seekers - a 
group encouraging refugees use their creative skills  to share their experiences.                                 Susanna Grunsell 
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Monthly Bird 
Survey… June 

by 

Dick Jones and Bill Laws 

 

blackbird                                  
black cap                                        
blue tit                                              
carrion crow                                       
chiff chaff                                   
great tit                                         
greater spotted 
woodpecker herring gull                              
house martin                                 
house sparrow                                
jackdaw                                                 
lesser black-backed 
gull                           
lesser whitethroat             
longtailed tit                               
magpie                                       
mallard                                     
mandarin duck                          
mistle thrush                           
moorhen                                            
mute swan                                
pheasant                                         
robin                                               
rook                                                       
sand martin                                            
song thrush                                   
starling                                        
swallow                                            
swift                                                     
wood pigeon                                   
wren 

                                                               
We are Friends of Bartonsham Meadows, a community action group 

campaigning for the restoration of the Meadows to their traditional 

floodplain state. 

Since the Meadows were damaged by ploughing and record floods in 2019 
/ 2020 we have been campaigning to restore biodiversity, develop flood 
resilience, improve river water quality and soil carbon through sustainable 
agriculture and, of course, make the Meadows a more attractive place to 
visit. 

We have persuaded the Church Commissioners, who own the land, to 
consider leasing it to Herefordshire Wildlife Trust which shares our aims 
and as a result of our campaigning, is now negotiating the terms of a long 
lease. 

Restoration would involve the creation of a traditional wildflower-rich 
floodplain meadow. This could also include ponds and wetter areas, raised 
walkways, birdwatching hides and other features that would encourage 
wildlife to flourish. 

Friends                                        
of                                     
Bartonsham 
Meadows- UPDATE 

Editor: pat.gundrey@gmail.com                       
Deadline for  September  issue – 20th 
August                                 

 

Meeting Clerk:                      
audrey.nunn@smquakers.org.uk 

 

Check out our website – Friends of Bartonsham Meadows – Newsletter 
to keep in touch with our activities, upcoming events and the results of 
our recent survey of changes the public would like to see. 


