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Meetings for Worship on Sundays 

4th May 10.30am Meeting for Worship followed by the Business Meeting. 

11th May 10.30am Meeting for Worship 

18th May 10.30am Meeting for Worship 

25th May 10:30am Meeting for Worship, followed by a Quaker Questions 
session and Shared Lunch.  [Note: we may move this to the 18th 
May or 1st June as this is a BH weekend – TBD on 4th May]  

Other events at Ross Friends Meeting House 

Saturday 3rd 
May 

10 – 12pm: Coffee Morning. 

Monday 12th 
May 

7.30 Discussion evening with Chris Bligh on his project 

Thursday 22nd 
May 

European Elections - the Meeting House will be in use as a Polling 
Station all day 

Events elsewhere 

Wednesday 7th 
May 

Julia speaks at St Mary's Mothers Union "My life as a Quaker" (at 
St Mary’s Hall). 

Saturday 10th 
May 

Area Meeting at Almeley Meeting House - afternoon speaker Laura 
Shipley Chico - African Peacebuilders. 

11th – 18th May Christian Aid Week 

Monday 12th May 3pm Drop-in at Brights Orchard with Julia and Norman. 

2nd - 7th June The Forgiveness Project will be on public display in Ross Library. 

Tuesday 3rd June 5.30pm in Ross Library. Special event to introduce the Forgiveness 
Project. 

Appeals 
Our appeal in April for the Forgiveness Project raised a magnificent £248 which will enable the 
exhibition to go ahead in June. 

Our appeal for May is for Christian Aid, to coincide with their annual “week”, which runs from 
11th to 18th May. The theme this year is  

“Give people a future without fear. War tears lives apart – Love can help piece them 
back together” 

War tears lives apart. It leaves people broken, brutalised, grief-stricken and afraid. In some of 
the toughest places in the world, Christian Aid is helping people caught up in conflict to get the 
basics: medical care, water, food, shelter. It is reckoned that around 42 million people are 
currently affected by wars. 

We keep people safe and help heal their emotional scars, providing the expert support they 
need to deal with their traumatic experiences. 



When the fighting stops, we’re still there, helping communities walk the long road to recovery -
 from building homes where families can feel safe to making sure people who’ve lost 
everything can earn a living again. And we work to tackle the causes, not just the 
consequences, of conflict. 

More information at http://www.christianaid.org.uk/getinvolved/christianaidweek/index.aspx  

The Forgiveness Project 
It would be good if Ffriends support the special event on Tuesday, June 3rd at 5.30p.m. at 
Ross library. 

The exhibition will be open all week (2n – 7th June). and it would be really good if anyone is 
available to 'man' the exhibition for an hour or two.. Please let Isabel know if able to do this. 

Pastoral Care Meeting 
We held another helpful 'open' pastoral care meeting on April 27th. We agreed that: 

 Having Jesse in charge of Advices and Queries has been good. But we would like 
anyone and everyone to occasionally read an A & Q during meeting for worship. 

 Afterword has also been successful, allowing some who do not usually minister to 
contribute. We will continue this. 

 Only Richard has contributed a piece to the newsletter about his concerns. We hope 
others will follow his example. 

 We were again reminded of the need to speak clearly when ministering. Several of us 
have difficulty hearing and feel left out if unable to hear what is said. 

 Reviewing the recent Area Meeting of Elders and Overseers we noted the item on 
membership and the need to make sure that we are aware of the needs of attenders in 
understanding Quakerism, and that they are supported if they wish to become 
members. 

 A visit to the National Arboretum is being considered for the autumn and we were 
asked to 'test the waters'. It seems there would be several interested in going from our 
Meeting. 

We agreed that another open meeting would be good in about 6 month's time. 

QPSW Conference – Caroline Bennett 
I was lucky enough to attend my first Quaker conference at the end of March. Thank you it 
was a wonderful experience.  

As part of the induction package we were all given a Base Group. As a group we were 
encouraged to meet up during the conference to share views and our experiences. On arrival 
at dinner we introduced ourselves to fellow Base Group members. It was great to meet fellow 
attenders and some lifelong Quakers. 

Margaret fled South Sudan 
when war broke out. When 
peace returned she set out 
to come home again, but en 
route her convoy was 
ambushed, one child was 
killed, and there was an 
attempt to capture more 
children to be sold as sex 
slaves. Everyone spent two 
weeks hiding in the bush, 
terrified. 



The first evening we had an introduction to the work of QPSW from Liz Law. I knew very little 
about this and it was all pretty mind blowing. She began by saying that all the work done is 
spirit led. I was amazed to hear that Quakers were awarded the Nobel peace Prize in 1947. 
She went on to say how important peace education is with the growing militarisation of our 
society. She then explained the work of peace makers in Kenya where there is the largest 
number of Quakers anywhere in the world. On the walls of the centre were photographs taken 
as part of a peace exhibition, with testimonials from people in Africa who had done something 
extraordinary towards peace in the place where they live. It is a powerful exhibition and very 
moving. 

On the Saturday Jenny Brierley talked about the importance of housing security. She became 
a Quaker when she realised there was a disconnect between going to church on a Sunday 
and work/life on a Monday. Quakers have a connection between faith and action. There is a 
crisis in housing for those living on the margins of our society. This is a major issue. We need 
to remember that they are people like us. We need to find ways of doing things differently.  

Individual decisions make perfect sense but collectively can have an adverse effect. Take Buy 
to Let, a good way to make money for some, but it has had a dreadful negative effect on the 
rental market, where long term tenancies give way to short term financial gain for the landlord. 
During the discussion afterwards we heard of a scheme in Derby where all the churches in the 
city had been used for rough sleepers over the winter months.  

Another delegate talked about her work in local authority housing. Children are taken into care 
even when there is no child protection issue, just because it is deemed that the parents have 
made themselves intentionally homeless because they couldn't afford rent after getting into 
debt. Jenny finished by saying that we are a rich country, but we need the political will to make 
a positive change.  

I attended 2 workshops during the weekend. Firstly, Quaker Asylum and Refugee Network. 
QARN works to help those that have been left destitute in the UK, with no ability to work and 
with minimal benefits. I was shocked to learn this and that there are specialist courts solely 
used for hearings where refugees and asylum seekers are provided with very little specialist 
interpretation or support. 

Secondly I went to a workshop entitled Ending Our Reliance on Fossil Fuels. This started with 
a story of the world and how we are destroying it. Discussion afterwards focused on what we 
could personally do to use less fossil fuel energy. Most of this involves some kind of 
deprivation of what we have become used to - but it is achievable. 

Three smaller taster sessions I went to were  

 Quaker Housing Trust - looking at the small projects they lend on, using money gifted 
to the trust. 

 Your Faith Your Finance - looking at ethical banking. 

 The Rise of Militarisation of the UK. This was my favourite taster, given by a very 
passionate young member of the team. Friends House has produced a booklet which 
is available to read, outlining the fight against this growing concern. Not a lot of people 
are aware of this new tide of militarisation, and even fewer are worried about the 
problems that it can create. If we are to stop militarisation we must first bring it to public 
attention.  

One of the best things at the conference for me was the other delegates. Sharing stories and 
experiences amongst ourselves was very powerful for me.  

During the worship I experienced real moments of stillness. One of our group said that once 
she began attending Quaker worship she realised she had always been a Quaker but didn't 
know it. That really resonated with me. The whole weekend left me feeling really fulfilled.  

 

 


