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Meetings for Worship on Sundays 

2nd March 10.30am Meeting for Worship followed by the Business Meeting. 

9th March 10.30am Meeting for Worship 

16th March 10.30am Meeting for Worship 

23rd March 10:30am Meeting for Worship, followed by a Discussion and Shared 
Lunch.  Topic  "What are the Seeds of War?" 

30th March 10:30am Meeting for Worship (Remember!! The clocks go forward at 
midnight on Saturday) 

Other events at Ross Friends Meeting House 

Saturday 1st  
March 

10 – 12pm: Traidcraft BIG BREW to raise funds for Fairtrade 
Fortnight  (24th March – 9th March). 

Monday 10th 
March 

7:30pm:  Discussion Meeting about the “Celestine Prophecy” by 
James Redfield.  Led by Richard & Rachel. 

Events elsewhere 

Friday 7th March 11am St Mary’s Church, Ross. Women’s World Day of Prayer 
Also at 7:30pm, Christ Church, Ross. 
http://www.wwdp.org.uk/day-of-prayer/  

Tuesday 4th – 
Sunday, 9th 
March 

10am – 4pm each day, at the Weavers Gallery, Church Lane, 
Ledbury.  DEAR WORLD - Art as open letters, exploring courage, 
compassion & the personal in the political.  (Art by Thalia Gordon 
Clark, Anita Louise Davies & Liz Nichols) 

Appeals 
Our appeal for Cape Town Quaker Peace Centre raised £130. 

The appeal for March is for Amnesty International (www.amnesty.org.uk ). Current issues 
include 

 North Korea, probably the worst nation in the world for torture and enslavement of its 
citizens 

 Womens’ rights in Afghanistan – an extremely dangerous place to be female, where 
women are the prime targets for violence; 

 LGBTI rights – in 78 countries it is still illegal to be gay. In some, it can get you 
executed. 

Approaches to Spiritual Practice 
Two of us (Ian and Isabel) went to the Area Meeting residential week end. What we 
appreciated most was getting to know Friends from outside our own meeting. The presence of 
10 young people and their parents gave extra life (?spirit) to everything. They made a great 
contribution to the evening entertainment and the epilogues. Ian enjoyed walking the labyrinth 
and Isabel enjoyed playing sardines in the sunshine with the younger ones. It was all very 
spiritual though I am still not sure what that means. 



Remembering World War One 
These are the notes we made of a discussion we had after Meeting on 23rd February, to 
consider how we as a Meeting should mark this anniversary. When this country is becoming 
ever more militaristic, we felt it was important to state that there are different views today - just 
as there were 100 years ago. Our Quaker testimonies are as important today as they were 
then. The Peace Testimony immediately springs to mind, but our testimony to equality should 
be emphasised especially in today's society which is becoming more & more unequal. 

Several Friends have been working hard researching events of WW1 and their input will be 
invaluable in any events we consider. Some of us feel unprepared and have not yet worked 
out where we stand ourselves and feel at a loss to answer questions which may be raised. 
With this in mind, it is proposed that we have some opportunities to discuss the issues 
ourselves to help us become more confident in speaking about it. There are a number of 
suggestions proposed:- 

 An educational programme aimed at O level students. Chris could use material from 
the Kempley Tardis project. We asked if we could have a 'taster' session ourselves. 

 Primary Schools - Jane is developing the story of her grandfather who was a CO in the 
first war, and she hopes to be able to take it to the schools. 

 Paul is working with his students in Birmingham to produce "Oh What a Lovely War"  
and we wondered whether we could bring them to Ross to perform it here – however 
Paul suggested a live link-up might be more practical.  We will obtain a DVD of this 
musical to view ourselves. 

 We think the Leaveners will be producing something which we could book to come to 
Ross (put on at John Kyrle School?). Paul will find out more about this. 

 Both John & Elinor are doing further research, and there is material to come from 
Friends House. 

We reminded ourselves that the war lasted for 4 years and that we could start off on a small-
scale by having an exhibition over the Heritage Open Days (possibly emphasising Quaker 
Peace Work today) with perhaps one speaker/presentation evening. We could then see where 
that leads us for planning events ahead.  

The Schedule (from Julia) 
Each year a document known as 'the schedule' is sent to every Friend (Members & regular 
Attenders). This is an opportunity for us to think about our giving to the Society - locally, at 
Area level and nationally. There have been times when it became quite prescriptive in its 
emphasis - for example stating a figure or 'quota' which meetings should pay to central funds 
for each of its members, but that is not the case now. Although the central budget is worked 
out on the basis of £150 per head, it is recognised that our circumstances vary - some will give 
more, some less. It is up to us as individuals to give what feels right. 

Central funds are used to support the work carried out on our behalf. Recent issues of The Big 
Issue have carried an advert for Quakers, which invites people to write in for a free information 
pack, and these are routinely sent out to enquirers. In my work in the prison, men were 
amazed that they could get this information for free and often after reading the contents 
themselves they were passed round to others and the knowledge about who we are and what 
we stand for spread. This is just one small part of the way our central funds are spent. 

Last year locally the schedule was sent out in August. This was later than usual because of 
our change of treasurers. It means that we now have the 2014 one in February/March so that 
we catch up. If you filled out a form in August you may not need to change it again unless you 
wish to. Friends are very generous and for such a small meeting we have a good response to 
our monthly appeals. However, we do need to keep our Meeting going, plan for necessary 
expenditure and towards outreach. 

 


