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Meetings for Worship on Sundays 

 

6th July 10.30am Meeting for Worship, followed by MFW for business. 

13th July 10.30am Meeting for Worship 

20th July 10:30am Meeting for Worship 

27th July 10.30am Meeting for Worship, followed by a shared lunch at Eric 
and Gill’s house in Much Marcle. 

Other events at Ross Friends Meeting House 

Saturday 5th 
July 

10 – 12pm: Coffee Morning. 

Monday 14th 
July 

7.30pm: Ann Davison will speak about her experiences as an 
Ecumenical Accompanier in Israel and Palestine. 

Monday 21st 
July 

12:30pm Meeting for Worship followed by a (bring your own) picnic 
lunch and possibly some gardening (weather dependent). 

Please support this meeting if you want it to continue! 

Events elsewhere 

Sunday 13th July 10:30 MFW at Brecon Theatre followed by Area Meeting (starting 
at 1pm). 

Appeals 
Our appeal for July is for Medicin sans Frontiers (http://www.msf.org.uk/). Its work is 
widespread: 

 



MSF exists to save lives by providing 
medical aid where it is needed most – in 
armed conflicts, epidemics, famines and 
natural disasters. All these situations call 
for a rapid response with specialised 
medical and logistical help. But, we also 
run longer-term projects, tackling health 
crises and supporting people where the 
need is greatest. We currently have 
projects running in over 60 countries. 

All of its members agree to honour the following principles: 

 Médecins Sans Frontières provides assistance to populations in distress, to victims of 
natural or man-made disasters and to victims of armed conflict. They do so irrespective 
of gender, race, religion, creed or political convictions. 

 Médecins Sans Frontières observes neutrality and impartiality in the name of universal 
medical ethics and the right to humanitarian assistance and claims full and unhindered 
freedom in the exercise of its functions. 

 Members undertake to respect their professional code of ethics and to maintain 
complete independence from all political, economic or religious powers. 

 As volunteers, members understand the risks and dangers of the missions they carry 
out and make no claim for themselves or their assigns for any form of compensation 
other than that which the association might be able to afford them. 

Ebola in West Africa: “The 
epidemic is out of control” 
MSF is currently the only aid 
organisation treating people 
affected by the virus, which can 
kill up to 90 percent of those 
infected. Since the outbreak 
began in March, MSF teams 
have treated some 470 
patients, 215 of them confirmed 
cases, in specialised centres 
set up in the region. However, MSF is now having difficulty responding to the large number of 
new cases and locations. 

Another appeal 
This one is not for money! Would any Ffriends passing the Meeting House please spend a few 
minutes doing a bit of watering in the garden? Pete is growing beans and potatoes for the 
meeting, and they need quite a lot of water, particularly in this hot weather. 

There is an outside tap by the bins (to the left of the MH door), and watering cans are available 
– usually in the shed. 

Roles and Responsibilities 
Please don’t forget to fill out the “roles and responsibilities” questionnaire that was distributed 
last month. It should be returned to Isabel. 

Isabel and Richard will be considering nominations for the various tasks and roles in our 
meeting. 

Some questions to ponder through the summer 
Meeting for Sufferings is developing a new Long Term Framework for 2015 - 2020. The full 
text of the document has been circulated with the Area Meeting agenda for Brecon this month, 
however, we are all being asked to state our vision and ponder the following questions: 



a. What do Quakers hold in common?  

b. What principles and processes make our work “Quaker” to us and to others?  

c. What national structures would enable your meeting to flourish?  

d. What is your five year vision for your local meeting, for Quakers in Britain and for the 
world? 

MfS offers the following guidance in considering these questions: 

These questions are offered to help guide us in creating a picture of who, what , how, 
when, and where Quakers in are and want to be over the next five years. We hope to 
avoid discussions of specific projects and programmes, as we feel that wended to 
describe our hearth before we consider what Quaker fires we see burning within it. 

We are asked to report back to MfS by the end of October. 

A Personal Concern - from Julia 
I spent the first 20 years of my professional working life in Sheffield - first in nursing and then 
in residential social work with children in care.  

I was the key worker to a rather difficult little boy - we'll call him Darren. Darren was always 
running away. In Sheffield children could go anywhere by bus for two pence and I often had to 
go and fetch him back from Rotherham or Mexborough or other outlying towns. At one point 
he stole a bus and drove it through Sheffield. Years later he told me it had been rather difficult 
because his feet didn't reach the pedals and he had to stand up!  

Darren moved to a therapeutic unit where we learned later that staff were sexually abusing the 
children. I lost contact with him at this time.  

Twenty five years later I discovered that he was in Grendon prison as a 'lifer'. I visited him 
there and heard more of his story. I continue to visit him once or twice a year as he moves 
through the prison system and around the country in different prisons. He telephones 
occasionally and he collects postcards I send.  

Visits are always a sad occasion as we reminisce about the days when he was a child and he 
wished I could have fostered him, we talk about his mother and siblings who may visit him 
every few years if he is in a prison near enough and he tells me his hopes and dreams for the 
future. He still wants to travel, though as a lifer will always be under supervision and journeys 
abroad are unlikely to happen. He would like to meet somebody famous - "Like somebody off 
Coronation Street". 

So has the prison system helped him? Grendon is a therapeutic prison and it is the place 
where he has lived for the longest (6 years) in his whole life. Being there gave him a great deal 
of insight into his problems and why he committed his offences. He appeared to be quite 
happy there and reluctant to move on. However - move he did - to the Isle of Wight.  

He has learned quite a bit in prison - reading and writing have improved. He can make hand 
made cards, matchstick models and I have a needlepoint pincushion he made. He enjoys 
cooking and has some catering certificates. He has completed a number of sex offender 
treatment programmes.  

What of the future? We don't know. Darren is a large man who looks, and probably is, 
physically strong. He is considered to be quite high risk, so will only be released under close 
supervision. I think he is rather scared of the world outside of prison. How will he cope? Who 
knows? I think about him often. 

 

 

 

 


