
ROSS‐ON‐WYE	QUAKER	MEETING	

NEWSLETTER	FEBRUARY	2014	

Meetings for Worship on Sundays 

2nd February 10.30am Meeting for Worship followed by the Business Meeting. 

9th February 10.30am Meeting for Worship 

16th February 10.30am Meeting for Worship 

23rd February 10:30am Meeting for Worship, followed by a discussion, and then 
shared lunch.  

Other events at Ross Friends Meeting House 

Saturday 1st  February 10 – 12pm: Coffee Morning 

Monday 10th February 7:30pm:  Discussion Meeting around the Kindler’s message 
with their music CD. 

Saturday 1st March 10 – 12pm:  Traidcraft BIG BREW to raise funds for Fairtrade 
Fortnight  (24th February – 9th March). 

Events elsewhere 

Saturday 8th  February Area Meeting at Bishop’s Castle. 

21st to 23rd  February Area Meeting residential weekend. 

Friday 28th February Fair Trade fashion show at John Kyrle High School for 
Fairtrade Fortnight (24th February – 9th March). 

An extended pastoral care group meeting 
Our Pastoral Care Group opened up their normal meeting to everyone on 26th January, and 
we had a very useful discussion about a number of things we will be trying out: 

 Jessie agreed to be responsible for the reading of Advices & Queries in Meeting and 
may be approaching other Friends to invite them to read one. 

 We will try out an 'Afterword'  immediately following Meeting for Worship.  This is for 
Friends who have something to say that did not come out in the Meeting as ministry.  It 
is not intended to question ministry that has already taken place and will be limited to 
about 10 minutes.  If it leads to the need for a fuller discussion this may be arranged at 
another time. 

 We were reminded that those giving ministry should speak up clearly. Those who do 
not hear very well feel excluded when they cannot hear. 

 We recognised the need for us to get to know each other better - particularly to find out 
about the concerns/projects each of us may be involved with.  It was suggested that we 
might each write a short paragraph for the newsletter outlining these (see below for 
Richard’s own go at this). If you would like to respond to this please send your 
paragraph to Richard. 

 Eric would like to share with us something of our financial position.  We welcomed this 
suggestion. 

  



Appeals 
The appeal for St Michael's Hospice raised £250. 

The appeal for February is Cape Town Quaker Peace Centre (Quaker). Their vision seems an 
appropriate one in the year that Nelson Mandela died. Their vision is of a society in which 
people are able to have confidence in their own and others’ ability to address issues without 
resorting to violence. 

We do not define peace as the absence of conflict, but as a dynamic process that cultivates 
awareness of the responsibilities that come with freedom, and the need to create and maintain 
social cohesion. Their mission is to increase the numbers of people who are prepared to act 
against all forms of violence 

What is a fair banana? 
We love bananas – in fact they’re our favourite fruit. In the UK alone we eat over five billion a 
year. 

In the last 10 years, the UK supermarket sector has almost halved the shelf price of loose 
bananas while the cost of producing them has doubled, trapping many of the farmers and 
workers who grow them in a cycle of poverty. Does that sound fair to you? 

Our campaign aims to transform the banana industry. We want to make bananas fair. This 
means that every banana farmer and worker earns enough to have a decent standard of living, 
works in conditions that are safe and has rights and benefits. It also means bananas are 
produced in a way that is environmentally sustainable. 

Yearly Meeting Gathering 
Our yearly national meeting  this year will be held at Bath University – virtually on our 
doorstep, or around an hour’s drive away.  It will run from Saturday 2nd to Saturday 9th August. 
There is a new website for it at http://groupspaces.com/QuakerYMG/ , which provides the 
programme and booking forms. Julia also has the “documents in advance” on paper at the 
meeting house. 

Yearly Meeting Gathering brings together Quakers and their families for a week of 
worship, learning, celebration, fun, spiritual growth, Quaker business – in fact all 
the ingredients of: What it means to be a Quaker today. 

Each gatherer will choose their own unique path through the week from a range of 
opportunities. There will be times when we can share our spiritual experiences and 
open ourselves to challenges that inspire us; there will be times for reflection, both 
individually and as a community; times for decision making; and times for relaxation. 
It is hoped gatherers will each be strengthened in following their calling, no matter 
how modest or extraordinary it is. 

Our website 
We now have a website – or more accurately – we have our own page on the Southern 
Marches Area Meeting website.  Its home page is at: http://www.smquakers.org.uk/  

You can find the page about Ross Meeting by clicking on the “Local Meetings” tab, and then 
selecting “Ross-on-Wye”. 

Richard will make our newsletters available on our page, and also add more information about 
Ross Meeting. If anyone has feedback about the page, then please pass it on to Richard. 

 

 


