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Meetings for Worship on Sundays 

 

3rd  August 10.30am Meeting for Worship. 

10th August 10.30am Meeting for Worship 

17th August 10:30am Meeting for Worship 

24th August 10.30am Meeting for Worship 

31st August 10.30am Meeting for Worship, followed by a shared lunch at Brights 
Orchard. 

Other events at Ross Friends Meeting House 

Saturday 2nd 
August 

10 – 12pm: Coffee Morning. 

Monday 11th 
August 

7.30pm: Discussion – topic to be confirmed. 

Events elsewhere 

2nd – 9th  August Britain Yearly Meeting at Bath.  Now fully booked, but can be 
followed on line at http://www.quaker.org.uk/yearly-meeting-
gathering-ymg-2014 

Advance notices 

Saturday 13th & 
Sunday 14th 
September 

The meeting house will be open as part of the “Heritage Open Days” 
weekend. 

Saturday 13th 
September 

Historic Churches “Ride & Stride”.  Julia has sponsor forms and 
further information if anyone wants to take part. 

Friday 24th to 
Sunday 26th 
October 

Trefeca Residential Weekend on the theme “Roots and Routes”: 
The history, present and future of spiritual and mental states among 
Quakers. See below. 

The Long Term Framework – an update 
Last month we had mention of a recent request for discernment from Meeting for Sufferings to 
consider the shape and direction of the Quaker movement in Britain over the period 2015 – 
2020. This request has now been focused down to the following three questions: 

1. What is it about Friends that says ‘Quaker’ to us and to others? 
2. How can Yearly Meeting structures help your meeting to flourish? 
3. What is your vision of the ministry that your local meeting and Quakers in 

Britain are called to, now, and in the future? 



Our answers are requested by January 2015 at the very latest, however our own Area Meeting 
is likely to consider the matter at this year’s November meeting. 

We will doubtless consider these questions ourselves at meetings in Ross to be arranged in 
the next month or two. In the meantime Ross members are welcome to circulate their 
thoughts, reflections and insights to any or all of the above questions. This can be done by 
email, or sent to us for inclusion in a Newsletter or scribbled down on paper and given to Julia 
at any Sunday meeting for worship. 

[See below for Richard’s first thoughts on question 1.] 

Appeals 
Our appeal for August is for the replacement of the thatched roof at The Pales. 
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Water still needed….! 
A reminder to everyone – while the hot, dry weather continues – that the Meeting House 
garden needs a bit of watering, any time you are passing and have 5 – 10 minutes to spare. 

There is an outside tap by the bins (to the left of the MH door), and watering cans are available 
– usually in the shed. 

Trefeca Weekend 2014 
This year’s residential weekend at Trefeca (near Talgarth) runs from Friday 24th to Sunday 26th 
October. This is organised by Hereford meeting, but people from all Southern Marches local 
meetings are encouraged to take part, as it’s a really good chance to get to know your fellow 
Quakers as well as gain some refreshment (spiritual, physical…..). 



This year the subject, Roots and Routes, will cover something of the history of Quaker 
thought, religious belief and the impact of mental states from the earliest days.  We will 
consider how these relate to and affect contemporary beliefs and attitudes. 

A booking form is available from Julia with all the practical details about accommodation, food, 
transport and costs. 

Some initial thoughts on Question 1 – from Richard 
We don’t have any personal concerns to share this month, so I thought I would offer some first 
thoughts on what makes Quakers distinctive, in an attempt to start framing an answer to MfS’ 
first question (see above).  

 Honesty – as far as possible, tell it as it is. 

 Consistency – “let your yes be yes”. 

 Interested in religion – but not very religious. 

 Don’t get hung up on “beliefs”. 

 The “material” is as important as the “spiritual”. 

 Expect the Universe/God/All that is to supply answers, insights and transformation to 
anyone willing to receive them. 

 Politics and the personal are equally important. 

 People are equal but different. 

 Listen, listen, listen – and then talk. 

The White Feather Diaries 
The white feather diaries is an online Quaker storytelling project to mark the centenary of 
World War I. It offers an insight into overlooked aspects of war: resistance to killing and the 
relief of suffering. They can be accessed at http://whitefeatherdiaries.org/. 

Going live on Monday 4 August 2014, The white feather diaries follow the lives of five young 
people who lived a century ago and opposed World War I. Their stories, published periodically 
over the next three years, take us from the outbreak of war to the introduction of conscription 
and groundbreaking legislation recognising conscientious objection. Through daily posts and 
tweets they share their moral dilemmas and difficult decisions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


